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MAYA ETHNO-BOTANY 21 

After a woman has been delivered. 

Take the yelk of a hen's egg. Boil it with wine and take it out 
to cool. Add the juic� of the Parthenium hysterophorus, L., and 
rancid lard, not very thick, nor very thin. Add the blossom of the 
Calliandra Portoricensis, J acq., and apply to the entrance to the 
womb. She will recover. Or else you take the seed of the ix-mon­
nicte, 1 boil it and apply it to the entrance to the womb of this woman. 
She will be well within a year. 

BITES AND STINGS OF ANIMALS, INSECTS 

AND REPTILES 

44-U chibal ahaucan �c.

( Sotuta, f. 35 r.; J ud:fo, p. 56; Mena, p. 138). 

He tu chibil uinic tumen ahaucan ua kokobcan y uabax canile. 
Caxantabac u uii kumcan bay u uii Jolchakanile., bay u lee ajoe y 
hunppel u co ajo hunppel u. co tab y u kab limones ca ;,abac yuke 
chuhbil u hol y lay ;,ac xane ( caxbil boraja) hucnbil ca xakbezabac 
ca kinalcinzabac ca ;,aha ( c) ti, bin hauac tumen. U a tan u xeic 
kike ;,abac medio manteca yuke uacix aseyte de comer ;,abac yuke. 
Yan xiu tu luumil licil u ;,ucul u ;,acal, uaix u luumil nucuch cheob 
t ( i) kaax caxbalac nucuch cheilob caxbac xiuilob bin hokoc xan tu 
luumile, chabac oxual ua canual u lee cnabac y u motz hucnbil tun 
�a ;,abac yuke, caix nabzabac tu hol u chibal ziiz cabin a ;,aic cax 
kokob caxbalac canil u ;,acal. 

The bite of a rattlesnake, etc. 

This is when a man is bitten by a rattlesnake or a kokob2 or any 
snake. Let there be sought the tuberous root of the kum-can3 re­
sembling the tuberous root of the ;,ol-chakan,4 its leaf· is like that of 
garlic, together with a clove of garlic and a crystal of salt and 
lemon-juice. Let it be given to drink. Apply this remedy very 
hot to the perforation also. Seek borage, mash it and mix it. Heat 
it. Then let it be administered. It will cease by this means. If he 
vomits blood, let there be added a medio of · lard for him to drink, 

I Ix-mom-nicte? The Mena prescribes the Zabac-nicte, or Plumerla rubra, Jacg. in this case. 
2 Kokob. Today the name seems to be applied to any poisonous snake, but the first Spanish set-

tlers refer to it as a certain very poisonous variety. 
3 Kum-can? Lit. Cucurbit-sboot. 
<& ::>ol-chakan? Lit. Gourd of the meadow. ::>ol is another unidentified variety of cucurbit. It • 

green and edible. 
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212 RALPH L. ROYS 

Tsay. To cling, as a bur or vine. 
Tsotsel. Pubescent, hairy. 
Tsuy. The soft inner part of a squash. 
Uii. A succulent root. 
U olol-uol. Winding, as a vine. 
Xay. The fork of a branch. 
Xiu. Plant, herb. 
Xul. The top of a plant, end. 
Y az. Green, first. 
Yih. Ripe and hard. 
Y oyol-ni. Tender tips, young leaves. 

Zabac. Dark purple, soot. 
Zac, Zasac. White, pale. 
Zicil. Squash-seed. 
Zis. Cool, fresh. 
Zol. Husk, shell. 
Zuu. Thick, dense, as trees or plants. 
Zuuc. Grass. 
:Jonot. Cenote, a natural sink-hole. 

, :Ju. The soft inner part of a plant or 
fruit. 

:)�. Spoiled, as a fruit, to suck. 
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