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Education and Employment: Sally J. Kenney served as the Newcomb College 
Endowed chair and Executive Director of the Newcomb Institute, and Professor 
of Political Science from 2010-22. She is an affiliated faculty member of Law, 
Public Health, and Africana Studies. From 1995-2009, she was a Professor of 
Public Affairs and Law and Director of the Center on Women and Public Policy at 
the Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs at the University of Minnesota. Before 
that, she held joint appointments in Political Science and Women’s Studies at the 
University of Iowa. She earned her M.A. and Ph.D. in Politics from Princeton 
University, a B.A. and M.A. in Politics, Philosophy, and Economics from 
Magdalen College, Oxford (pronounced maudlin), and a B.A. in Political Science 
from the University of Iowa. She has taught law at the University of Iowa, 
Minnesota, Nijmegen University (Netherlands, pronounced Niemeagan), Boĝaziçi 
University (Turkey, pronounced Bwazichi) and visited in the Law Departments of 
the London School of Economics (as an Atlantic Fellow), and Queen’s University, 
Belfast (as a Fulbright Scholar). 
 
Scholarly interests: Her first book, For Whose Protection? Reproductive 
Hazards and Exclusionary Policies in the United States and Britain, examined 
how courts and judges construct rather than discover gender differences through 
law by examining cases on women’s exclusion from hazardous work. She 



explored why feminists in the U.S. and U.K. took different positions on protective 
legislation and how they used litigation to promote feminist social change. That 
work broadened to several studies of pregnancy discrimination more generally, 
such as “Pregnancy Discrimination in Comparative Perspective: Toward 
Substantive Equality” and then an examination of how the equal employment 
opportunity case law of the European Court of Justice had a progressive 
influence on pregnancy discrimination in the U.K. (“Equal Employment 
Opportunity and Representation: Extending the Frame to Courts”) She then 
began a stream of research on the European Court of Justice, examining its use 
of référendaires (law clerks) and how member states select judges. (“The 
European Court of Justice: Integrating Europe through Law,” “The Members of 
the European Court of Justice,” “Beyond Principals and Agents: Seeing Courts 
as Organizations by Comparing Référendaires at the European Court of Justice 
and Law Clerks at the U.S. Supreme Court,” “Breaking the Silence: Gender 
Mainstreaming and the Composition of the European Court of Justice”). She co-
edited books on comparative constitutional law, Constitutional Dialogues in 
Comparative Perspective, and on feminist epistemology, Politics and Feminist 
Standpoint Theories. 
 

 
 
Publications on gender and judging: Her work on judicial selection and 
women judges calls for an intersectional nonessentialist approach. She 
summarized developments in the field for a presentation to the Broward County 
League of Women Voters available on You Tube:  https://youtu.be/LvVCJisx2j8.   
 
She is currently working on a project to create and strengthen Wikipedia pages 
on women judges, has significantly edited the page on Justice Rosalie Wahl., 
Harriet Lansing, and Susanne Sedgewick and is taught a senior seminar on 
Gender, Judging, and Digital Literacy.  For a description of the project see: 
“Women, Judging, and Wikipedia.”  ConLaw NOW 16(2): 109-119.  
https://ideaexchange.uakron.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1178&context=conl
awnow. 
 
She published a review of  Lise Olsen’s, Code of Silence: Inside the Case that 
Led to the First Federal Judge to Be Impeached for Sexual Misconduct (Boston: 
Beacon Press, 2021) documenting widespread sexual harassment in the 



judiciary, closely examining two cases, and showing the utter failure of the 
judicial ethics process to hold abusers accountable.  Counterbalance: The 
Journal of the National Association of Women Judges.  37(2): 21-22 (Summer 
2023).  
https://www.nawj.org/uploads/files/counterbalance/cb37_2summer2023.pdf 
 
 
She revised and extended her arguments about the backlash against women 
judges for the Oxford Handbook of Feminism and Law in the United States. ed. 
Deborah L. Brake, Martha Chamallas, and Verna L. Williams, Oxford University 
Press.  2023 and called for a more diverse and representative judiciary in an 
editorial for The Hill. 
 
After Justice Ginsburg’s passing, she did a video on her legacy and in response 
to recent films and biographies.  She also wrote an opinion piece for the 
Advocate on RBG’s role in striking down the exclusion of women from juries.  
She wrote the entry on interviewing legal elites for the Sage Handbook on 
Research Methods and “Towards a Less Essentialist, More Intersectional, and 
Institutional Approach to Gender and Judging” in the Connecticut Journal of 
International Law. 
 
In 2018 she and Heather Johnson produced a report on The Gender and Race of 
Louisiana’s Judges 1992-2017, building on the report Salmon Shomade and she 
did The Gender and Race of Louisiana’s Judges, 2016. 
 
In 2017, she wrote a chapter, “Measuring Women’s Judicial Empowerment as 
Part of Political Empowerment,” in Measuring Women’s Political Empowerment 
across the Globe: Strategies, Challenges and Future which took an intersectional 
and comparative approach, looking at the first African-American chief justice of 
the Louisiana Supreme Court and women judges in Egypt and Kenya. As the 
keynote speaker at the conference celebrating the publication of the U.S. 
Feminist Judgements Project, (“The Difference Gender Makes to Judging”) she 
set out her approach to thinking about feminist judging and judicial selection 
which the Nevada Law Journal published: “Toward a Feminist Political Theory of 
Judging: Neither the Nightmare nor the Noble Dream.”  
 
Her book, Gender and Justice: Why Women in the Judiciary Really Matter, was 
published by Routledge in July of 2013. 
 
She has researched the appointment and election of Rosalie Wahl, the first 
women to serve on the Minnesota State Supreme Court. She has published both 
a public policy teaching case study, “Thank you for being ready: Minnesota’s 
First Supreme Court Justice, Rosalie Wahl”, a journal article, “Mobilizing 
Emotions to Elect Women: The Symbolic Meaning of Minnesota's First Woman 
Supreme Court Justice,” for publication in the journal, Mobilization: An 
International Journal and a book review on Kathleen A. Cairns’ “The Case of 



Rose Bird: Gender, Politics, and the California Courts” forthcoming in Pacific 
Northwest Quarterly. 
 
She also wrote an introductory essay and edited a collection of essays on, 
“Critical Perspectives on Gender and Judging,” in Politics and Gender in 2010. 
 
She has written about Florence Allen, the first woman federal judge in the United 
States, and the role her sexuality played in her ascendancy to the bench and in 
her failure to become the first woman U. S. Supreme Court Justice. (“It Would Be 
Stupendous for Us Girls: Campaigning for Women Judges Without Waving” 
chapter in Breaking the Wave: Women, Their Organizations, and Feminism, 
1945-1985.) 
 
She has written about whether the type of judicial selection system makes it 
easier or more difficult for women to ascend to the bench for the paper she 
presented at the Oñati conference. (“Which Judicial Selection Systems Generate 
the Most Women Judges? Lessons from the United States”) which was published 
in 2013. 
 
Her article, “Choosing Judges: A Bumpy Road to Women’s Equality and a Long 
Way to Go,” was published in the Michigan State Law Review special issue on 
Pipelines to Power in 2012. She has written on the significant changes in judicial 
selection in England and on British efforts to appoint more women to the bench. 
These include “Gender on the Agenda: How the Paucity of Women Judges 
Became an Issue” in the Journal of Politics, “Equal Employment Opportunity and 
Representation: Extending the Frame to Courts,” in Social Politics, and “Breaking 
the Silence: Gender Mainstreaming and the European Judiciary,” in Feminist 
Legal Studies, and “Britain Appoints First Woman Law Lord,” and “United 
Kingdom’s Judicial System Undergoes Major Reform,” in Judicature. 
 
She reviews and critiques the political science literature on women judges in 
“Thinking about Gender and Judging,” in the special issue on Gender and 
Judging of the International Journal of the Legal Profession. 
 
She conducted research on President Carter’s appointment of women judges 
and changes in the judicial selection system, working in the Carter presidential 
papers, reviewing secondary literature, and conducting interviews. The paper she 
presented at the annual meeting of the Law & Society Association annual 
meeting in Berlin explored the role of strategically placed women insiders who 
work in partnership with outside groups to advance a feminist agenda 
(“Femocrats, Gender, and Judicial Selection: the Inside Story,” paper delivered at 
the 2007 Law & Society meeting in Berlin.) She compared the Carter and Clinton 
appointments of women to the federal bench. That paper has been shorted as a 
chapter in Gender and Justice. She has written an essay entitled “Making the 
Case for Women Judges,” delivered at the International Conference on Women 
in the Legal Professions at the University of Buenos Aires in 2007.  



 
She has urged the Institute for Women’s Policy Research to count the number of 
women judges as it rates states’ progress on women, “Counting Women Judges: 
The Intersection of Law and Politics,” and has editorialized about recognizing the 
inherently political nature of judicial selection, “Politics will inevitably be a part of 
judicial selection,” Guest Editorial, St. Paul Pioneer Press, January 14, 2003. 
Other editorials include, " Senate Holding up Judicial Appointments," Letter to the 
Editor, Times Picayune, January 4, 2013, and " Why Is It That Women Are Seen 
as Lacking," Letter to the Editor, Des Moines Register, June 28, 2011.  “To 
Infinity and Beyond: What Will it Take to Produce a Diverse and Representative 
Judiciary?” In The Hill 2021. 
 
She wrote a chapter, “Judicial Women,” for the textbook Women and Elective 
Office in 2014. 
 
She analyzed the confirmation hearings of Justice Sotomayor, examining the 
Minnesota domestic violence case that gave rise to the “wise Latina woman” 
comment for the Thomas Jefferson School of Law Review special symposium 
issue from its Ruth Bader Ginsburg annual women’s law conference entitled 
“Wise Latinas, Strategic Minnesotans, and the Feminist Standpoint: The 
Backlash Against Women Judges,” 2014. 
 
She and Jason Windett wrote a paper delivered at the Southern Political Science 
Association’s conference, the State and Local Policy Conference, and Law & 
Society Association’s conference  analyzing the patterns of women state 
supreme court justices to examine diffusion of innovation to see if state political 
culture helps explain variation in the timing and number of women judges. 
(“Diffusion of Innovation or State Political Culture? Explaining the First Women 
State Supreme Court Justices”) 
 
 
Other gender and judging work: She was one of three co-chairs of the 
Program for International Research Collaborative on Gender and Judging from 
2005-2007 and, along with Ulrike Schultz, was the co-convener of the 
Collaborative Research Network on Gender and Judging for the Law & Society 
Association until 2013. She created the Gender and Judging blog, which Jarpa 
Dawuni now curates. 
 
She was a co-founder of the Infinity Project whose mission is to increase the 
gender diversity of the federal bench to ensure the quality of justice in the Eighth 
Circuit and was the principal investigator on its grant. (They take their name from 
the number eight on its side). President Obama appointed Jane Kelly to the 
Eighth Circuit in 2013.   
 
She served on the Minnesota Supreme Court’s Gender Fairness Implementation 
Taskforce from 2008-2009 where she convened the judicial selection committee 



and served on the 20th anniversary conference planning committee. 
She served on the board of directors of Watch, a Minnesota court monitoring 
organization on domestic violence and sexual assault. 
 
She has attended numerous meetings of the National Association of Women 
Judges and served on its judicial academic network from 2002-2004, organizing 
and presenting at panels. She attended the Dublin meeting of the International 
Association of Women Judges in 2003 and the London meeting in 2012. She 
presented at the Belgian conference, “The Judge is a Woman,” in 2013. She 
worked closely with the Louisiana Judges to plan the academic part of the 
conference in New Orleans in 2013. In 2014, the National Association of Women 
Judges conferred upon her the Florence K. Murray Award.  Instituted by its 
namesake, the Honorable Florence K. Murray, the award honors a non-judge 
who, by example or otherwise, has influenced women to pursue legal careers, 
opened doors for women attorneys, or advanced opportunities for women within 
the legal profession. 
 
In 2013, she gave a TED Talk for Tulane’s TEDx conference titled, “Why Women 
in the Judiciary Really Matter.   
 
In 2012, she worked to help form a national advocacy network called Why Courts 
Matter. She attended an organizing conference in Texas and helped launch 
Louisiana’s chapter. In 2013, President Obama invited her to the Rose Garden 
ceremony where he nominated three judges to the D.C. Court of Appeals, and 
she participated in a White House Conference on Judicial Selection. 
 
In the summer of 2013, she spoke to the Iowa Judges Association. 
 
In January of 2014, and 2016 she addressed the Kenyan Women Judges 
Association at the Kenyan Supreme Court. In June of 2014, she worked with the 
High School of Justice in Tbilisi to train Georgian judges on gender bias, hired by 
USAID.  In the summer of 2021 she did zoom webinars with the federal judiciary 
in Brazil and Pakistan on RBG and gender diversity for the U.S. State 
Department. 
 
In 2016, she was invited to speak at a conference on women judges in Cairo 
Egypt. 
 
In 2016 and 2017, she conducted multiple educational sessions for the Louisiana 
Judiciary in their annual meeting in Destin, Florida. 
 
She was the discussant for the Judicial Diversity in Transnational Courts session 
of the Association of American Law Schools, sponsored by the European Law 
and African Law sections in January of 2019. 
 



She has given talks on the legacy of RBG to the Association of Women 
Attorneys, New Orleans Chapter, and for women’s history month to the Louisiana 
Federal Bar in 2020 and 2021. 
 
In August of 2021, she presented on women of color judges to the Louisiana 
State Bar Associations Conclave on Civil Rights. 
 
In March of 2021, she presented on the topic of gender equality and the rule of 
law to the Federal Judiciary of Brazil on behalf of the U.S. State Department. 
 
In May of 2021, she presented on the topic of The Power of One: the role of the 
U.S. Judicial System in Women’s Rights (on RBG) to the Pakistani judiciary on 
behalf of the U.S. State Department 
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