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“if i didn’t define 
myself for myself, i 
would be crunched 
into other people’s 

fantasies for me and 
eaten alive.” – audre 

lorde



after reading ‘the uses of the erotic” by 
audre lorde, i knew i needed to read 
more of her works. it spoke to my soul. 
it made all the sense in the world and 
none at all. her words were absorbed 
by the least logical, most real part of 
myself. i read “sister, outsider,” many 
poems from “the collected poems of 
audre lorde,” and more. i noticed that 
the more i read, the more i wrote. the 
more i tracked my feelings. the more 
i allowed myself to feel, completely 
unashamed. i decided to get a blank 
journal and start putting all of these 
thoughts and feelings onto paper. little 
did i know it would bring/help me 
through three main events/themes. so 
here it is:





part i. the election

















part ii. atlanta

















part iii. self
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a big thank you to the tenenbaum 
tutorial for supporting the making of 
this zine, professor rebecca atencio 
for your guidance and inspiration, 
and spelman college for all their help 
showing me their audre lorde collection. 
and of course, a huge thank you to 
audre lorde herself. you have taught me 
more than i could have ever imagined 
about what it means to advocate for 
myself. 

** “Photo of Audre Lorde- (In Color) Sent by 
Rakike. Spelman College Archive, Box 64, Folder 9.”




