‘ an
Water is Power:
The Doctrine of Prior
Appropriation &
Indigenous Erasure
in California

Tenenbaum Tutorials
ens Valley, California Researcher: Lila Duarte
Mentor: Prof. Nathaniel Rich




Payahuunadu- Place of Flowing Water

_ Big Pine
John Myir
Wilderpess o
<% Kings Canyony
National Park

Lone Pine
*

Sequola
National Park

Wilderpess

Rorterville~

Tovowaha mati

i c
< iCrater Fish s"". o
) A

Panatii, 4
& Vidadd

/‘N/tmu

L

JFig. 7. Location and extent of irrigation on Baker Creek, near
Big Pine, as indicated by Steward (1933:Map 2). Irri-
gated land indicated by vertical hachure. Redrawn from
Steward (1933:Map 2).
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Doctrine of Prior Appropriation

California - complex water rights with hybrid systems &

West of the Mississippi - Doctrine of Prior Appropriation

“FIRST IN TIME, FIRST IN RIGHT"”
Use it or lose it rule

Inherently exploitative




. Usurped Land

e 1912 EO 1529: set aside 67,120 ac - Reserv ocations

e 1931 HR 11969: withdrew Paiute land

“For the protection of the watershed
supplying water to the city of Los Angeles

n

e 1932 EO 5843: revoked EO 1529; left 2914 ac
e 1937 Land Exchange Act: less desirable 1932

ac of land-> 3 reservations, no water rights

Paiute left with <3% of originally allocated
land & <0.003 of ancestral lands but no
associated water rights




v Juxtaposition of Values

e Paiute are first inhabitants, actively
using water since time immemorial

e Should have water rights

e Firstin time, firstinright

IF you are white
e System depends on erasure of
Indigenous people

e Detrimental environmental impacts




. Continued Injustice

e Paiute are Ist inhabitants, actively using water since time immemorial
e Prior Appropriation -> LA Water Rights
e Contractual -> Paiute Water Rights, lack of access

e LA provided about 80% of promised water

e Has since dropped to 17%

The Los Angeles Aqueduct & subsequent
control of Indigenous lands perpetuates
Indigenous erasure & oppression for the

benefit of Los Angeles
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