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IMMIGRATION

Middle Tennessee groups prepare for
Afghan refugee arrivals

BY: DULCE TORRES GUZMAN - OCTOBER 25,2021 5:00 AM
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0 Afghan-American residents of Nashville, photographed in 2021 during a rally to support the
resettlement of Afghan refugees in the area. (Photo: John Partipilo)
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March 28,2002 7:21 AM /

TO: Larry Di Rita

CC: Col. Bucci

FROM:  Donald Rumsfeld 1)
SUBJECT: Weekly Meeting on Afghanistan

Please see me about having a weekly meeting on Afghanistan. I am getting

concerned that it is drifting.

Thanks.

DHR:dh
032802-3

Please respond by ___©2/2 /o2

u12235 /02
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snowflake

GOV DOCUNIENTS

DECLASSIFIED Il PART

gm% £ Declass Div, WHS

9:15 AM
APRIL 17, 2002
Doug Feith

Paul Wolfowitz
Gen. Dick Myers

Gen. Pete Pace

Doug Feith
FROM:  Donald Rumsteld )
SUBJECT: AFGHANISTAN

1 may be impatient. In fact | know ['m a bit impatient. But the fact that fran and Russia
have plans for Afghanistan and we don't concerns me. | keep getting an answer that “the

Deputies are working on it.”" Well [ can’t believe that it takes that many months to figure
it out.

11" this were something DoD could do alone, we could get 1t done. Apparently 1t 1s not
something that requires an interagency process. Once it goes into the interagency

process, it sinks out of sight.

What do you propose we do? How do we get control of the levers so that we can
mtluence what's going on? How do we decide what ought to happen, and then get all the
mulitary. diplomatic. humanitarian threats coming through the needle-head?

(T4  E0129BIACIDYE

What do we do about finding out wha

'What do we do about improving our influence in the Sout-
e are never going to get the U.S. military out of

Afghanistan unless we take care to see that there 15 something going on that will provide

the statnlity that will be necessary for us to leave.

Helpt

DilR‘azn
31302 0oy

X049 42 103

SECOEF COMTROLY,

Do #tS ngwaaua

TO: Doug Feith -~ " P
IFIED IN FULL
FROM:  Donald Rumsfeld Qi\ Authority: 0 13526
Chisf, Records & Declass Div, WHS

SUBJECT: Strategy Date: JuL 2 0 2010

Here are some edits to the “U.S. Strategy in Afghanistan.” It is a pretty good
paper. Please take a look at the additions and changes. Mark them in bold type,
do your own edit, and then I want to send it to some folks.

Here is a draft memo to send it with to the Vice President with copies to Colin
Powell, Condi Rice and George Tenet:

Attached is a revision of the paper entitled “U.S. Strategy in Afghanistan. " It

seems to me that it is useful to update this from time to time.
Thanks.

Attach.
10/16/01 memo, “U.S. Strategy in Afghanistan”

DHR:dh
103001-50

Please respond by

X02463 /02
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'ORA BORA BATTLE

An Anti-Taliban Commander Says bin Laden’s Top Aide Is Dead

By JOHN KIFNER
and TIM WEINER

TORA BORA, Afghamstan, Dec 5
A front-ine anti-Tahban com-
ander said today that Osama bin
aden’s top aide, Ayman al-Zawa-
iri, had been killed during ferce

Ighting here.

“This morning I got the news from

y commanders in the mountains,"”
bald the Afghan commander, Aleem
Phah. “*Zawabhiri Is dead.” There was
0 independent means to verify this
hssertion, and military officlals n

ashington said they had no confir-

ation of his death,

Reports that Mr. Zawahiri might
ave been killed or injured by Ameri-
an bombung have circulated for sev-
ral days, but the account from the
ront-line commander appeared one

b the more credible. He said he had

0 Information on any other deaths
mong Al Qaeda leaders

Today, Afghan fhighters began
helr first assault on Mr. bin Laden's

ountaintop redoubt. The Afghans,

hdvised by a small group of United
Btates Special Operations troops op-
prating near Jalalabad, fought a bat-
le against Mr, bin Laden's Al Qaeda
orces at Tora Bora, at the edge of
fnow-capped mountains cresting at
Pakistan’s border.

Snow has fallen steadily here, ap-
barently making it impossible to use
he mountain passes Into Pakistan
hat might have provided Mr bin

aden with one means of escape, if

e was indeed in the area

Mr bin Laden and Dr Zawahiri,
ho is credited with the organiza-

lonal skill behind Al Qaeda's attacks
bn American targets, including the
Headly Sept. 11 suicide hijackings,

ave been inseparable since 1998,
[Mhat year, Al Qaeda formed an alli-
hnce with the group that Dr. Zawa-
irl had led since the late 1970's, the
gyptian Islamic Jihad From then
bn, Al Qaeda's attacks escalated in
bkill, secrecy and savagery.

The Afghan commanders direct-
ng today's attacks said Al Qaeda’s
ays in hiding in the caves and can-
jons of Tora Bora were numbered

“'Half of Tora Bora 1s under our
ontrol,” said Commander Shah, di-
ecting fire from three aging Soviet
-56 tanks *“‘Upward in the higher
dges 15 Al Qaeda "

He directed his troops from a bluff
ooking south to Tora Bora, a jagged
andscape of ridges rising from the

aleva Valley and overlooked by the

ite Mountains, The ridges and the
alley have been bombed repeatedly
by the United States for five days.

The mountain peaks can only be

Afghan fighters kept up a heavy barrage yesterday toward Tora Bora at the edge of the treacherous, snowbor

traversed by foot or mules, and thewr
passes into Pakistan, a network of
old smugglers' trails, became snow-
bound Monday night

It 1s uncertain whether Mr. bin
Laden himself 1s hding in the cav-
erns carved into the mountains here
with the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy’s help during the Afghans' war
aganst the Soviets wn the 1980's.
Commander Shah's superior, Ha-
zarat Aly, the security mimster of the
self-proclaimed government m this
area, said Mr. bin Laden was last
seen 1n Tora Bora on Friday, when
American bombers began a series of
night-and-day attacks on the hide-
out.

Assisted by American B-52 bomb-
ers, whose payloads sent mushroom
clouds of smoke and dust rising hun-

dreds of feet into the mountain aur,
the Afghans were using artillery and
hundreds of foot soldiers to try to
flush out some 2,000 fighters loyal to
Mr. bin Laden.

The American bombing of Tora
Bora has been aumed at forcing the
Al Qaeda fighters into smaller
groups whom the Afghan forces can
engage n battle.

Some one thousand Afghan troops
were at the front Tuesday night, said
Hazarat Ali, the main military com-
mander of the Eastern Shura, which
overthrew local Taliban leaders 20
days ago He said another 2,000
would be assembled for the fight
aganst Al Qaeda at Tora Bora,
which he described as **a wild kind of

area."”
The Afghans’ strategy was appar-

[Eastern Shura Afghan troops, which defeated the Taliban last month, watched yesterday as United States
planes continued their day-and-night bombing of Tora Bora, where Osama bin Laden’s forces are holding out.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

ent at Tora Bora today.

““We are trying to surround them,”
Commander Shah said. “There 1s no
opportumity for them to cross into
Pakistan. The passes are snowed in "’

Mr. Ali, his supertor, said' ““We
will follow our own strategy of guer-
illa warfare. If we have to cut off
their food and water, we will do
that ™

The chief intelhgence officer for
the region's anti-Taliban forces, Soh-
rab Qadri, added, “We have blocked
all of the roads.”

The fighting today was fierce, Mr.
Qadri went on, saying, ‘“Their resist-
ance is hard, very tough.”

The local Afghan forces took con-
trol of the road from Jalalabad, the
provincial capital, to Tora Bora on
Monday, after the American bomb-
g of villages along the way The
bombing, which the United States
aimed at Al Qaeda command and
control centers, also hit civilian tar-
gets, villagers and Independent wit-
nesses sald.

Since the fall of the Taliban, the
foreigners who supported the former
government and form the core of Al
Qaeda have become the object of
particular hatred for many Afghans,
ncluding the forces involved in the
offensive here.

About twenty American Special
Operations troops have been work-
ing in the Jalalabad area for about
two weeks. They are not visible, but
their number 1s increasing, as evi-
denced by two helicopter landings
over the weekend, one carrying car-
go, the other carrymng men who
hopped nto eight hight trucks pro-
vided by Mr. Ali, according to airport
guards who witnessed the landings

They are providing targeting in-
formation for American bombers
and some strategic and tactical as-
sistance to the Afghans, American
miltary officials saud

Plumes of smoke from shells and
bombs rose among the dark purple
nidges at midday as a B-52 bomber
passed over the mountains, its dis-
tinctive four contrauls white against
a Mawless blue sky.

Commander Ali himself was seen
at the head of a column of pickup

trucks, carrying rocket-propelled
grenade launchers, racing up the
bumpy dirt road southward toward
the front, past herds of camels and
goats, past newly sown opium poppy
fields and a sign reading, 1n English,
“Welcome to a drug fre (sic) Al-
ghamstan."

In the other direction, headed
north, villagers fleewng the bombing
plodded toward Jalalabad with bed-
ding, carpets, bags of clothing and
bundles of firewood piled atop don-
keys, their cattle sometimes block-
g the military traffic

Meanwhile, Commander Shah di-
rected the battle by walkie-talkie.

“We are trying our best to take
them alive,” he sad. ““We are trying
to surround them. If we find them
alive, well and good.

“‘But this is war, and we want to
fimish thes he added.

Asked 1f he thought Mr. bin Laden
was holed up in the caves of Tora
Bora, Commander Shah rephed:
“We don't have complete conflidence
Osama is there. We are sure that Al
Qaeda and the Arabs are.”

And, he added, he was confident
that Dr. Zawahiri had been killed

Dr. Zawahiri, 50, was a young sur-
geon n Cairo when he devoted his
life to radical Islamic causes in the
late 1970's. He became one of the
world's most wanted terrorists.

American authorities believe he
masterminded the Sept. 11 attacks
on the United States

In 1999, he was indicted 1n New
York for the bombings of the Ameri-
can embassies in Kenya and Tanza-
ma, which killed 224 people, including
12 Americans He 1s under a death
sentence 1n Egypt for his terrorist
actions aganst the state.

His death, if true, would be a crip-
pling blow to Al Qaeda.

He 15 believed to have furmished
much of the orgamizational skill that
built Mr. bin Laden's organization
into a kind of holding company for
nternational terronsm. Al Qaeda’s
third-in-command, Muhammad Atef,
was killed in Amenican bombing
raids outside Kabul.

EFGHAN PREMIER

SEES EISENHOWER

Begins 3-DayVisit toCapital|
With White House Lunch
—U. S. Loan Expected

By DANA ADAMS SCHMIDT
Special to The New York Times. -

WASHINGTON, June 24—
The Premier of Afghanistan,
Prince Mohammed Daud, was|
entertained by President Eisen-
hower today at the start of a
three-day official visit.

The President gave a White|
House luncheon in honor of the
Premier of the neutral kingdom
tucked between the Soviet Un-
ion, Iran and Pakistan.

An announcement of a United|
States loan to help develop Af-
ghan railway commumcauonsl
with Pakistan will probably
highlight the Premier’s visit.

his prosaic sounding project is
significant in that it will rein-
force Afghanistan’s tenuous
links with the free world.

Nearly all Afghanistan's com-
merce with the free world flows!
through Pakistan. But the rail-|
way line from the P t.aru
port of Karachi now ends at the!
Afghan border.

From time to time political
differences have led Pakistan to!
restrict Afghan transit, thereby|
forcing the Afghans to turn to
the Soviet Union.

Geography Is a Topic

The railway project and the
geographical situation that un-|
derlies Afghan neutrality were|
understood to have been toplcs
of conversation at the White|
House luncheon and at a meet-
ing between Secretary of State,
Dulles and the Premier 2t the
State Department,

The reasons for Afghan
neutrality are thoroughly appre-| \
ciated here, State Department
officials observed later.

Primitive Afghanistan was|
the first and most massive tar-
get of the Soviet efforts toward
economic penetration of south-
ern Asia that followed the death
of Stalin in 19853. The Soviet|
Union paved the streets of
Kabul, the Afghan capital, set
up a municipal bakery and built
gasoline storage tanks.

Then in December, 1955, after
a visit by Nikita S. Khrushchev
and Nikolai A. Bulganin, the So-
viet Union extended to Afghan-
istan a $100,000,000 line of|
credit. Of this credit, about $25,-
000,000 has been committed for
roads, irrigation, hydroelectric
and airport projects.

About 500 Soviet technicians,
including 100 who operate the
Kabul bakery, have moved in
with the projects. This is be-
lieved to be the largest number
of Soviet techniciang operating

in any country outside the So-|

viet Union.

The Soviet Union has also
been equipping Afghanistan’s
army of 35,000 to 40,000 men.

Nonetheless, Afghanistan has

WITH TIME ON THEIR HANDS: Vice President Nixon
gton alrport

officinls waiting at Washi

|

Imaintained her independence,
lincluding what State Depart-
‘ment officials call a ‘whole-
|somely leery attitude toward
the Soviet Union.”

The United States, while not
matching the Soviet line of
‘cred.\t has maintained a steady
ﬂow of $5,000,000 to §7, 000,000

a year in technical and other
economic assistance.
| This is in addition to two
Export-Import Bank loans for!
development of the Helmand
Valley—one for $21,000,000 in
1947 and another for $18, 500 000
in 1954. The Helmand Valley
project is being carried out by
the Morrison-Knudson Construc-
tion Company, which has built
'roads and storage dams.
| Afghan officials accompany-
ing the Premier made the point
today that their country was
|more interested in completing
existing projects than in start-
ing new ones.

rday for the ar

Associated Press Wirephotoa

and &ecrclnry of State Dulles confer apart from other
1 of Prince Mohammed Daud, Premier of Afghanistan.

ASIA'S
RUGGED
BUFFER

U.S.tries to keep Afghanistan

from sliding into Soviet orbit

Photographed for LIFE
by DAVID DOUGLAS DUNCAN

It was these precipitous mountains (lef?) and the ances.

tors of this Afghan horseman which first had to be over-

¢ when the sian conquerors, Genghis Khan

and Tamerlane, centuries ago drove toward the rich prize

of India. Today it is still the wild and rugged barrier

land of anistan that the Russians must coeree in

order to gain for their influence a natural passage into

India. The British, who for aver a century kept the coun-

try & buffer between their empire and Russ

longer in India to stop them. Now the job of seeing that

ns a buff ate between the Soviet

suthern Asia has largely fallen to the U.S

blished diplomatic relations with Af-

ng World War Il and since then has in-

50 million in its development. But from

on, wlwn a neutralist faction took over the Afghan

srnment, Soviet influence has risen. Bulganin and

Khrushchev went there in 1955, granted a $100 million

loan and backed the Af 15 in their border feud with

Pakistan, an issue on which the U.S. ha o be impar-
tial but now tends to support Pakistan thrnu"h

How the U.S. and the USS.R. w

, who y
un-hwl.-pml untry about the siz
no railroads, few good roads, some sc
Their government is feudal and despoti
the tribesmen, nomadic herders or farmers when at peace,
have a mountaineer passion for robbery and rebellion
that makes Afghanistan’s orderly (r--- ess as unpredict-

able as its critical part in the East-West contest for Asia.
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“Families are broken. You
know, the deal was, which a
lot of times happened, the
daddies came first. “Let me
get the apartment, let's get all
settled in, and then send for
you in a month or two.” And
that just didn't happen.” -

"Sarah”

“l can go to school. | can improve

my education. | have the right to
go to like work.... And living in
here is hard, but the good thing is
you have the right to talk, you
have the right to go to school, and
you have the right to like work,
which right now, my country

doesn't have.” - “Lima”
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Pursuing Modernity The Battle of Tora Bora US Development in Afghanistan
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T
A comparison of the Helmand Valley

A comparison of modern scholarship An analysis of the disconnect
Authority and the Kabul-Kandahar

on US and Soviet development between the US government and

projects in Afghanistan from 1950 press in their coverage of the Battle

to 1989. What does it mean to be of Tora Bora (2001).

highway to illustrate how US
development in Afghanistan

modern? changed (or didn’t change) overtime.




Helmand Valley Kabul-Kandahar
Authority Highway

MISTAKES BESET
AFGHAN PROJECT

Helmapd Valley Work, Which
U. S, Is Aiding, Lags Badly
~—Fund Lack a Factor

Special to The New York Times,
LASHKAR GAH, Afghani-
stan, Feb. 29—There is hope in
the upper Helmand Valley, but
also frustration and'a tinge of
despair.

Ring Road Segments
o Fead Segment
e Foad Segment

~Pakista n

Fosd Segment Lengths

Sagment A - 21.1M34Km
Segment B - 30 4M45Hm
Segment G - 52 8MMASHKm
Sagmant D - 52 8MASKm
Segment E - 52 BMB5Hm
Segment F - 52 BM/A5KmMm
Sagment G - 31.E6ME0KM
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