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1. Exe cu tive  Su m m ar y  
T h e  city  o f Ralsto n , N e b r aska  h o p e s to  a t t r act  v isito r s an d  n e w  

r e sid e n ts to  th e  C ity  th r o u gh  n e w  at t r act io n s. W ith  n e w ly  o b ta in e d  gr e e n  
sp ace s, th e  city  w an ts to  co n str u ct  a  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  to  cr e a te  a  ga th e r in g 
sp ace  fo r  lo cal e n tr e p r e n e u r sh ip  an d  p atr o n age . T h e  r e ce n t ly  o b ta in e d  
p u b lic  sp ace  sits a lo n g a  h igh - t r affic  r o ad  r u n n in g th r o u gh  th e  ce n te r  o f 
Ralsto n  an d  n e ar  th e  Ralsto n  ar e n a . In  o r d e r  to  d e te r m in e  w h at  th e  city  
m u st  d o  to  m ake  th is sp ace  u sab le  fo r  fo o d  t r u cks, h o w  to  m an age  an d  
r e gu la te  th e  p ar k , wh at  lice n sin g sta tu te s m u st  b e  r e v ise d , an d  w h at  a t t r acts 
p r iva te  ve n d o r s to  a  fo o d  p ar k , th e  city  o f Ralsto n  h as co m m issio n e d  th is 
stu d y  fr o m  th e  T u lan e  U n ive r sity  P o licy  Re se ar ch  Sh o p . 

2 . In tr o d u ct io n  

2 .1. Ralsto n  Backgr o u n d   
Lo cate d  in  th e  o u tsk ir ts o f O m ah a, N e b r aska , th e  city  o f Ralsto n  take s 

u p  r o u gh ly  o n e  sq u ar e  m ile . W ith  o n ly  7,30 0  r e sid e n ts, lo cal b u sin e sse s 
h ave  a  sign ifican t  im p act  o n  th e  city . In  20 12  th e  city  u n d e r to o k  th e  
co n str u ct io n  o f th e  Ralsto n  Ar e n a w ith  th e  go al to  ge n e r a te  ad d it io n al 
r e ve n u e  th a t  co u ld  su p p le m e n t  th e  city ’s e x ist in g b u d ge t . T h e  city  o f 
Ralsto n  is se e k in g to  im p le m e n t  a  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  in  r e la t ive ly  clo se  
p r o xim ity  to  th e  Ar e n a  w ith  th e  a im  to  cr e a te  ad d it io n al so cia l b e n e fits, 
b e n e fit  sm all, lo cal b u sin e sse s, an d  a t t r act  cit ize n s fr o m  Ralsto n  an d  th e  
su r r o u n d in g ar e as.  

2 .2 . Fo o d  T r u ck  In d u st r y  G r o w th  Backgr o u n d  

T h e  valu e  o f th e  fo o d  t r u ck  in d u str y  h as in cr e ase d  sign ifican t ly  in  
r e ce n t  y e ar s. Be tw e e n  20 15 an d  20 20 , th e  in d u str y  itse lf h as gr o w n  7.9 %. 
W h ile  th is se e m s like  a  sm all n u m b e r , an  a lm o st  e igh t  p e r ce n t  in cr e ase  in  a  
five - y e ar  sp an  is ve r y  n o tab le . T o  fu r th e r  e m p h asize  th is, th e  valu e  o f th e  
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fo o d  t r u ck  in d u str y  in  20 15 w as $856 .7 m illio n 1. N o w , in  20 21, th e  in d u str y  
is w o r th  clo se  to  $1.4 b illio n .2 T h e se  n u m b e r s a lo n e  d isp lay  h o w  m u ch  th e  
fo o d  t r u ck  in d u str y  h as gr o w n  in  r e ce n t  y e ar s an d  th e r e  ar e  n o  sign s o f 
slo w in g d o w n . 

T h e r e  ar e  cu r r e n t ly  o ve r  24,0 0 0  act ive  fo o d  t r u cks in  th e  U n ite d  
Sta te s. P ar tn e r e d  w ith  th is, th e r e  ar e  o ve r  30 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  e m p lo y e d  b y  fo o d  
t r u cks.3 T h is is a  n u m b e r  th a t  h as in cr e ase d  b y  6 .1% in  th e  last  five  y e ar s. 
Also , fo o d  t r u cks e m p lo y , o n  ave r age , 1.2  e m p lo y e e s p e r  t r u ck .4 T h e  
in d u str y  h as in cr e ase d  in  valu e  so  m u ch  b e cau se  th e r e  ar e  le ss co sts th an  
th a t  o f a  r e stau r an t . D u e  to  th e  ap p e al o f lo w  star t - u p  co sts an d  u p sid e  
p o te n t ia l fo r  p r o fit , th e  fo o d  t r u ck  in d u str y  h as co n t in u e d  an d  w ill co n t in u e  
to  gr o w  in  th e  co m in g y e ar s. 

2 .3 . Ralsto n  Fo o d  T r u ck  P o licy  Backgr o u n d  

2 .3 .1. O m ah a  an d  Su r r o u n d in g Ar e a  
In  th e  p ast  te n  y e ar s, th e  fo o d  t r u ck  in d u str y  in  N e b r aska  h as gr o w n  

sign ifican t ly . M o r e  fo o d  t r u ck  b u sin e sse s, o r  m o b ile  fo o d  u n its, h ave  b e e n  
cr e a te d  in  b o th  th e  m ajo r  an d  m in o r  cit ie s w ith in  th e  sta te . Be cau se  o f th is, 
n e w  law s a t  var io u s go ve r n m e n ta l le ve ls h ave  b e e n  ad d e d  an d  r e v ise d  to  
h e lp  th e se  ve n d o r s r u n  th e ir  b u sin e sse s an d  to  a id  go ve r n m e n ts in  th e ir  
r e gu la t io n  o f m o b ile  fo o d  u n its. O n e  o f th e  m ain  fo cu se s o f th e  ad ap t in g 
r e gu la t io n s is th e  h e alth  an d  safe ty  o f th e  p u b lic , acco m p lish e d  b y  
e m p h asiz in g fo o d  safe ty  an d  san ita t io n . 

C it ie s like  L in co ln  an d  O m ah a h ave  a  ve r y  lar ge  fo o d  t r u ck  
p o p u la t io n . M o st  cit ie s in  N e b r aska  d o  n o t  h ave  as m an y  law s an d  
r e gu la t io n s w h e n  co m p ar e d  to  o th e r  sta te s.5 Fo r  e xam p le , N o r th  P la t te  d o e s 

                                                           
1  “Food Truck Revenue Growth Increasing,” Food Truck Training and Certification, Accessed June 30, 2021, 
http://foodtrucktrainingcertification.com/featured/food-truck-growth-keeps-increasing/ 
 
2 “20+ Food Truck Industry Statistics: What’s Cooking in 2021?,” smallbizgenius, Accessed June 30, 2021, 
https://www.smallbizgenius.net/by-the-numbers/food-truck-industry-stats/#gref 
 
3 “20+ Food Truck Industry Statistics: What’s Cooking in 2021?,” smallbizgenius, Accessed June 30, 2021, 
https://www.smallbizgenius.net/by-the-numbers/food-truck-industry-stats/#gref 
4 “Trends Shaping The Food Truck Industry Outlook in 2021,” Linchpin, Accessed June 30, 2021, 
https://linchpinseo.com/trends-food-truck-industry/#the-food-truck-industry-is-outgrowing-the-restaurant-industry-
55-to-43 
5 Huck, Mackenzie. “Bill Aims to Ease Restrictions on Food Trucks in Nebraska”. 1011 Now, June 20, 2021. 
https://www.1011now.com/content/news/New-bill-aims-to-ease-restrictions-on-food-trucks-in-Nebraska-
506742051.html 

http://foodtrucktrainingcertification.com/featured/food-truck-growth-keeps-increasing/
https://www.smallbizgenius.net/by-the-numbers/food-truck-industry-stats/#gref
https://www.smallbizgenius.net/by-the-numbers/food-truck-industry-stats/#gref
https://linchpinseo.com/trends-food-truck-industry/#the-food-truck-industry-is-outgrowing-the-restaurant-industry-55-to-43
https://linchpinseo.com/trends-food-truck-industry/#the-food-truck-industry-is-outgrowing-the-restaurant-industry-55-to-43
https://www.1011now.com/content/news/New-bill-aims-to-ease-restrictions-on-food-trucks-in-Nebraska-506742051.html
https://www.1011now.com/content/news/New-bill-aims-to-ease-restrictions-on-food-trucks-in-Nebraska-506742051.html
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n o t  r e q u ir e  a  lice n se , an d  fo o d  t r u cks in  Sco t tsb lu ff a r e  n o t  r e gu la te d  u n d e r  
o r d in an ce s.6 7 Fo o d  t r u cks h ave  to  fo llo w  th e  sam e  r e gu la t io n s as b r ick - an d -
m o r tar  r e stau r an ts. U n d e r  th e  N e b r aska  P u r e  Fo o d  Act  an d  th e  N e b r aska  
Fo o d  C o d e , a ll m o b ile  fo o d  u n its n e e d  a  p e r m it  fr o m  th e  sta te  o f N e b r aska , 
w ith  a  fe e  o f $79 .23 .8 T h e  b u sin e sse s a lso  n e e d  an  in sp e ct io n  a t  th e  t im e  o f 
th e  ap p lica t io n . Lar ge  cit ie s, like  L in co ln  an d  O m ah a, h o w e ve r , h ave  
d iffe r e n t  r e gu la t io n s th a t  a r e  e asie r  to  fo llo w  an d  ar e  cr e a te d  sp e cifica lly  fo r  
th o se  cit ie s. W ith  th e  ab ility  to  cr aft  th e ir  o w n  r e gu la t io n s, lo cal 
go ve r n m e n ts th r o u gh o u t  N e b r aska  h ave  take n  d iffe r e n t  ap p r o ach e s to  fo o d  
t r u ck  r e gu la t io n . Fo r  e xam p le , fo o d  t r u cks in  O m ah a can n o t  se ll fo o d  
w ith in  50  fe e t  o f a  p e r m an e n t  fo o d  e stab lish m e n t  w ith o u t  w r it te n  
p e r m issio n .9  In  Fr em o n t , n o  ve n d in g is a llo w e d  w ith in  20 0  y ar d s o f a  city  
b a llfie ld  o r  sw im m in g p o o l.10  In  Ke ar n e y , fo o d  t r u cks ar e  n o t  a llo w e d  to  
p ar k  o n  p u b lic  p r o p e r ty .11 

Alth o u gh  th e  cit ie s in  N e b r aska  ar e  n o t  kn o w n  th r o u gh o u t  p o p u lar  
m e d ia  an d  n e w s fo r  th e ir  fo o d  t r u ck  p r e se n ce , th e  law s an d  r e gu la t io n s h ave  
b e e n  am e n d e d  an d  e ase d  b ack  in  r e sp o n se  to  th e  r e ce n t  gr o w th  in  
N e b r aska’s fo o d  t r u ck  in d u str y . T h e  e vo lv in g r e gu la t io n s w ill h e lp  cu r r e n t  
an d  fu tu r e  fo o d  t r u ck  ve n d o r s o p e r a te  th e ir  b u sin e sse s th r o u gh o u t  
N e b r aska , le ad in g to  fu r th e r  gr o w th  in  th e  in d u str y . 

 

2 .3 .2 . Ralsto n ’s C u r r e n t  P o licie s 
T h e  C ity  o f Ralsto n  au th o r ize d  m o b ile  fo o d  ve n d o r s to  o p e r a te  w ith in  

th e  b o u n d ar ie s o f th e  C ity  o f Ralsto n  in  20 17. T h e  sta te d  p u r p o se  o f th e  C ity  
O r d in an ce  th a t  au th o r ize d  m o b ile  fo o d  ve n d o r s w as to  r e gu la te  an d  r e q u ir e  
lice n se s fo r  m o b ile  fo o d  ve n d o r s so  th a t  th e ir  u se  o f var io u s p r o p e r t ie s an d  
lo cat io n s can  o ccu r  in  a  “fa ir  an d  safe  m an n e r ” w h ile  a llo w in g fo r  th e  
                                                           
6 Hubbert, Elice, and Logan Seacrest. “Food Trucks: An LRO Backgrounder.” Nebraska Legislature. Legislative 
Research Office, June 10, 2021. https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/pdf/reports/research/foodtrucks_2020.pdf 
7 Ibid 
8 Ltc, “Nebraska Legislature ,” Nebraska Legislature - Revised Statutes Chapter 81, June 12, 2021. 
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/browse-chapters.php?chapter=81 
9  “Code of Ordinances ,” Municode Library, June 20, 2021, 
https://library.municode.com/ne/omaha/codes/code_of_ordinances 
10 “City of Fremont Development Policies,” Fremont.gov, accessed June 24, 2021, 
https://www.fremont.gov/DocumentCenter/View/6954/Fremont-Development-Policies?bidId= 
11 “Chapter 21 - DISTRICT R-3, URBAN RESIDENTIAL MULTI-FAMILY DISTRICT” Municode Library, June 
20, 2021. 
https://library.municode.com/ne/kearney/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH21DIURREMUMIDIMENS 
 

https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/pdf/reports/research/foodtrucks_2020.pdf
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/browse-chapters.php?chapter=81
https://library.municode.com/ne/omaha/codes/code_of_ordinances
https://www.fremont.gov/DocumentCenter/View/6954/Fremont-Development-Policies?bidId=
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b e n e ficia l se r v ice  th a t  m o b ile  fo o d  ve n d o r s p r o vid e . T h e  C ity  O r d in an ce  
r e q u ir e s a  m o b ile  fo o d  ve n d o r  lice n se , issu e d  b y  th e  C ity  C le r k , to  b e  h e ld  
b y  th e  m o b ile  fo o d  t r u ck  o p e r a to r  if th e ir  ap p lica t io n  is acce p te d . T h e  
lice n se  ap p lica t io n  p r o ce ss is acco m p an ie d  b y  a  $10 0 .0 0  p r o ce ssin g fe e  an d  
th e  lice n se  m u st  b e  r e n e w e d  an n u ally . M o b ile  fo o d  ve n d o r s face  m an y  
r e gu la t io n s o n  w h e r e  th e y  can  se ll th e ir  ite m s; m o b ile  fo o d  ve n d o r s m ay  
n o t  se ll fr o m  a  lo catio n  w ith in  50  fe e t  o f th e  m ain  e n tr an ce  o f a  p e r m an e n t  
fo o d  e stab lish m e n t  w h e n  it  is o p e r a t in g u n le ss th e y  h ave  b e e n  gr an te d  
w r it te n  ap p r o val, in  an  ar e a  w h e r e  p atr o n s w o u ld  b e  in  a  p o r t io n  o f a  st r e e t  
b e in g u se d  b y  m o to r  ve h icle s, an d  m u st o b ta in  a  p e r m it  o r  w r it te n  co n se n t  
fr o m  th e  o w n e r  o f a  p r o p e r ty  if th e  p r o p e r ty  is n o t  a  p ar k in g sp ace  o r  a  city  
r igh t- o f- w ay . M o b ile  fo o d  ve n d o r s ar e  n o t  p e r m it te d  to  se ll o r  o ffe r  to  se ll 
a lco h o lic  d r in ks o r  fo o d s co n ta in in g a lco h o l. M o b ile  fo o d  ve n d o r s ar e  
r e sp o n sib le  fo r  p r o vid in g t r ash  an d  r e cy clin g r e ce p tacle s an d  m u st  p r o p e r ly  
d isp o se  o f th e se  ite m s. M o b ile  fo o d  ve n d o r s m ay  n o t  p lace  an y  fix tu r e s o r  
e q u ip m e n t , su ch  as a  tab le , ch air , u m b r e lla , o r  e le ct r ic  ge n e r a to r , o n  an y  
city  p r o p e r ty . Sin ce  th is o r d in an ce  h as b e e n  p asse d  in  20 17, it  h as n o t  b e e n  
r e v ise d .12 T h e  cu r r e n t  Ralsto n  p o licie s d o  n o t  h ave  sp e cific  r e gu la t io n s fo r  
fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks, m ak in g a  r e v isio n  n e ce ssar y  w ith  th e  cr e a t io n  o f a  fo o d  
t r u ck  p ar k . 

3 . C ase  Stu d ie s  
 In  th is se ct io n , w e  p r o vid e  five  case  stu d ie s o f co m m u n it ie s in  var io u s 
p ar ts o f th e  co u n tr y  w h o  ar e  p r o m o tin g an d  r e gu la t in g fo o d  t r u cks an d  
fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks. T h e se  case s w e r e  ch o se n  b ase d  o n  th e ir  var y in g m e th o d s 
fo r  r e gu la t io n , th e ir  lo cat io n  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  r e se ar ch e r s, an d  th e ir  size  in  
co m p ar iso n  to  Ralsto n , N e b r aska . Fo r  e ach  case  stu d y , w e  d iscu ss th e  
lice n sin g p r o ce ss, th e  r e gu la t io n s in  p lace , an d  th e  sta tu s o f fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks 
in  th e  co m m u n ity . 

3 .1. D e n ve r , C o lo r ad o    

I ntroduction 
T he Un i ted  States Cham ber  of  Com m er ce issued  a food  t r uck  index 

cal led  “Food  T r uck N at ion ”  in  20 18, r ank ing twen ty  Am er ican  ci t ies based  
on  thei r  f r iend l iness to f ood  t r uck  owner s. D enver , Color ado is r anked  by  
the U .S. Cham ber  of  Com m er ce's Food  T r uck  N at ion  study  as the second-
best  ci ty  to oper ate a food  t r uck  in , beh ind  Por t land , O r egon . T he num ber  

                                                           
12 City of Ralston, Ordinance No. 1208, April, 2017, 
https://www.cityofralston.com/sites/g/files/vyhlif6046/f/uploads/1208.pdf.  

https://www.cityofralston.com/sites/g/files/vyhlif6046/f/uploads/1208.pdf
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o f fo o d  t r u cks in  th e  D e n ve r  M e tr o  r e gio n  h as m o r e  th an  t r ip le d  sin ce  20 14, 
la r ge ly  b e cau se  o f th e  e ase  an d  st r a igh tfo r w ar d n e ss o f th e  p r o ce ss fo r  
o p e n in g a  fo o d  t r u ck .13  
 
Permi ts and L icensing 

I n  or der  to obtain  a l i cense, a m obi le p lan  r ev iew packet m ust f i r st  be 
f i l led  out  and subm i t ted  to the D epar tm en t of  Excise and  L icensing. T h is is 
a ser ies of  f or m s detai l ing th ings about y our  business such  as faci l i t ies, 
m enu, an t icipated  oper at ing locat ions and  even ts. Along w i th  the packet, an  
app l icat ion  fee of  $20 0  and  a l i censing fee of  $125 ar e r equ i r ed . T he 
l i censing fee is also a y ear ly  pay m en t of  $125 once the food  t r uck  is in  
oper at ion . O nce the packet i s r eceived , i t  i s given  to the D epar tm en t of  
Publ ic H eal th  and  Envi r onm en t as wel l  as the Fi r e D epar tm en t. O nce the 
packet i s appr oved , both  depar tm en ts w i l l  schedule an  in -per son  inspect ion . 
O nce these inspect ions ar e successfu l ly  com pleted , the D epar tm en t of  
Excise and  L icenses w i l l  i ssue a l i cense to the food  t r uck. Af ter  the l icense is 
i ssued , the food  t r uck  m ay  begin  to oper ate.14 
 
Regulat ions 

O per at ional  food  t r ucks in  D enver  m ay  par k  on  any  publ ic str eet  w i th  
cer tain  excep t ions. T hey  ar e p r oh ibi ted  f r om  par k ing w i th in  twen ty  f eet  of  
an  in ter sect ion , on  any  str eets in  the cen tr al  business d istr i ct , and  not  w i th in  
th r ee hundr ed  feet  of  a publ ic par k  un less special  per m ission  has been  
gr an ted  by  the D epar tm en t of  Par ks and  Recr eat ion . T hey  m ust st i l l  obey  
al l  par k ing laws such  as pay ing m eter s and  not  double park ing. T hey  also 
ar e not  al lowed to ser ve custom er s stan d ing on  the str eet  as wel l  as p lacing 
chai r s, tables or  signs on  publ ic sidewalks or  str eets. 

A food  t r uck  is al lowed to oper ate in  any  ar ea of  the ci ty  w i thout a 
zon ing per m i t  i f  they  ar e at  a locat ion  for  less than  th i r ty  m inutes. I f  a f ood  
t r uck is oper at ing on  p r ivate p r oper ty  for  m or e than  th i r ty  m inutes, a 
zon ing per m i t  i s r equ i r ed . T her e ar e speci f i c zones that  ar e avai lable to be 
oper ated  on  by  zon ing per m i ts. T h is is a separ ate app l icat ion , and  a si te 
p lan  is necessar y  in  or der  to obtain  i t . O n  p r ivate p r oper ty , a f ood  t r uck  
cannot oper ate for  m or e than  four  consecut ive hour s at  a t im e between  
8am  and  9pm . T hey  m ust be the on ly  food  t r uck on  that  speci f i c zone lot  as 
wel l  as being 20 0  feet  f r om  any  other  f ood  t r uck or  eat ing and  d r ink ing 

                                                           
13 “Why the food truck business model works,” Denver South, Accessed June 30,2021, https://denver-
south.com/why-the-food-truck-business-model-works/ 
14 “Retail or Mobile Food License (Food Truck or Food Cart),” Denvergov, Accessed June 30, 2021, 
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Departments/Business-Licensing/Business-Licenses/Retail-Food-Mobile-
License?BestBetMatch=mobile%20plan%20review%20packet|95c94ae0-247e-4b0c-b511-f9439cc122bd|c4f1b630-
3cf4-4ec1-8110-c4784b6aa32e|en-US 
 

https://denver-south.com/why-the-food-truck-business-model-works/
https://denver-south.com/why-the-food-truck-business-model-works/
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Departments/Business-Licensing/Business-Licenses/Retail-Food-Mobile-License?BestBetMatch=mobile%20plan%20review%20packet%7C95c94ae0-247e-4b0c-b511-f9439cc122bd%7Cc4f1b630-3cf4-4ec1-8110-c4784b6aa32e%7Cen-US
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Departments/Business-Licensing/Business-Licenses/Retail-Food-Mobile-License?BestBetMatch=mobile%20plan%20review%20packet%7C95c94ae0-247e-4b0c-b511-f9439cc122bd%7Cc4f1b630-3cf4-4ec1-8110-c4784b6aa32e%7Cen-US
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Departments/Business-Licensing/Business-Licenses/Retail-Food-Mobile-License?BestBetMatch=mobile%20plan%20review%20packet%7C95c94ae0-247e-4b0c-b511-f9439cc122bd%7Cc4f1b630-3cf4-4ec1-8110-c4784b6aa32e%7Cen-US
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e stab lish m e n t . T h e y  a lso  m u st  b e  a t  le ast  50  fe e t  fr o m  an y  r e sid e n t ia l zo n e . 
In  o r d e r  to  r e ce ive  a  p e r m it , it  is an  an n u al $50  fe e .15 

 
Food T ruck Parks and Events 

I f  a f ood  t r uck  is oper at ing at  an  even t, the r equ i r em en ts ar e m uch  
d i f f er en t . Gr oups of  f ood  t r ucks ar e al lowed to be p r esen t at  special  even ts 
and  they  ar e al lowed in  m ost zone d istr i cts in  D enver . I f  the even t has 
obtained  a zon ing use per m i t , the food  t r uck is not  r equ i r ed  to obtain  one 
speci f i cal ly  f or  them selves. T hey  can  oper ate at  an  even t f or  a m axim um  of  
12 consecut ive day s and  cannot oper ate at  that  sam e locat ion  for  90  day s 
af ter . T he r esiden t ial  zones wher e food  t r ucks ar e p r oh ibi ted  f r om  
oper at ing independen t ly  ar e al lowed to host  f ood  t r ucks i f  i t  i s an  even t that  
i s sponsor ed  by  a nonpr of i t  or  gover nm en t or gan izat ion . An  even t per m i t  
costs $10  per  even t f or  the food  t r uck to at tend .16 

I n  r elat ion  to even ts, D enver  has an  even t ever y  other  M onday  in  the 
sum m er  cal led  D T C Eats. T h is is a f ood  t r uck  r al ly  wher e four teen  to 
six teen  food  t r ucks gather  in  a single par k ing lot  to of f er  a w ide r ange of  
f ood  to custom er s.17 T h is even t would  fal l  under  the per m i t t ing of  an  even t 
and  would  ther efor e al low  food  t r ucks to be in  close p r ox im i ty  to each  
other  as wel l  as not  hav ing to obtain  a zon ing l i cense. As seen , the 
per m i t t ing and  l icensing p r ocess in  D enver  is r elat ively  sim p le and  
inexpensive, lead in g to the heavy  gr owth  in  the food  tr uck populat ion  and  
the con t inuously  at tr act ing custom er s.  

 
3.2. Aust in , T exas  

I ntroduction 
 Aust in  has been  a leader  th r oughout the coun tr y ’s f ood  t r uck  cr aze 
since the ci ty ’s f i r st  f ood  t r uck  opened i ts door s in  20 0 7. Since the food  
t r ucks began  oper at ing, in ter est  or  dem and hasn ’t  waned; annual ly , m or e 
than  1,0 0 0  per m i ts ar e issued  to local  f ood  t r ucks in  Aust in .18 Fr om  20 10  to 
20 16, the num ber  of  f ood  car ts in  Aust in  gr ew 60 0  per cen t, lead ing the ci ty  

                                                           
15 Mobile Retail Food Truck, Trailer and Cart Guide,” Denvergov, Accessed June 30, 2021, 
https://www.denvergov.org/files/assets/public/business-licensing/documents/food_truck_guide.pdf 
16 Mobile Retail Food Truck, Trailer and Cart Guide,” Denvergov, Accessed June 30, 2021, 
https://www.denvergov.org/files/assets/public/business-licensing/documents/food_truck_guide.pdf 
17 “Case of the Mondays? ‘DTC Eats Is Back for a 4th Summer of Food Truck Glory,” Our Community Now, 
Accessed June 30, 2021, https://ourcommunitynow.com/denver-co/case-of-the-mondays-dtc-eats-is-back-for-a-4th-
summer-of-food-truck-glory 
18 “Austin Food Trucks By The Numbers,” Austin Monthly, November 2018, 
https://www.austinmonthly.com/austin-food-trucks-by-the-numbers/.  

https://www.denvergov.org/files/assets/public/business-licensing/documents/food_truck_guide.pdf
https://www.denvergov.org/files/assets/public/business-licensing/documents/food_truck_guide.pdf
https://ourcommunitynow.com/denver-co/case-of-the-mondays-dtc-eats-is-back-for-a-4th-summer-of-food-truck-glory
https://ourcommunitynow.com/denver-co/case-of-the-mondays-dtc-eats-is-back-for-a-4th-summer-of-food-truck-glory
https://www.austinmonthly.com/austin-food-trucks-by-the-numbers/
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to  b e  r e co gn ize d  as th e  city  w h e r e  n e w  fo o d  t r u cks p o p  u p  th e  faste st .19  Fo r  
th e se  r e aso n s, Au st in ’s m e th o d s fo r  r e gu la t io n  an d  lice n sin g ar e  cr u cia l fo r  
u n d e r stan d in g e ffe ct ive  fo o d  t r u ck  p o licy m ak in g.  
 
Permi ts and L icensing  

Aust in  was r anked  7th  m ost f r iend ly  ci ty  f or  f ood  t r uck oper at ions out  
of  the 20  ci t ies stud ied  by  the Un i ted  States Cham ber  of  Com m er ce’s Food  
T r uck  N at ion  r epor t , based  on  thei r  p r ocesses for  obtain in g per m i ts and  
l i censes, ease for  com ply ing w i th  r estr ict ions, and  r egu lat ions involved  w i th  
oper at ing a food  t r uck .20  

For  obtain ing per m i ts and  l i censes, Aust in  was r anked  6th , lar gely  due 
to thei r  one-stop-sh op  m odel  f or  f ood  t r uck  per m i t t ing and  fees; Aust in  
cur r en t ly  has twen ty  steps and  four teen  t r ips to r egu lator y  bod ies r equ i r ed  
of  f ood  t r uck  oper ator s. T he r elat ively  low  fees associated  w i th  the 
per m i t t ing p r ocess, $1,139 in  total , also con tr ibutes to the h igh  r ank ing of  
Aust in  as a food  t r uck  f r iend ly  ci ty . H owever , the en tr epr eneur s that  the 
author s of  the Food T r uck  N at ion  r epor t  spoke to consisten t ly  poin ted to 
the hassle of  the inspect ion  p r ocess associated  w i th  the perm i t t ing and  
l i censing p r ocess. Am ong the hassles n oted  wer e the length  of  inspect ions 
being too long, the avai lable w indows f or  hav ing the inspect ions conducted 
wer e not  long enough , the p r ocess for  appr oval  was ver y  slow, and  the low 
num ber  of  com m issar ies wer e not  enough  to handle al l  of  the t r ucks.21 

I n  an  in ter v iew conducted w i th  an  Austin -based  food  t r uck owner , the 
owner  expr essed  that , desp i te the low num ber  of  com m issar ies in  Aust in , 
they  ar e necessar y  for  oper at ion  and  the low num ber  seldom  bother s food  
t r ucks parked  in  a designated  food  t r uck  par k. Com m issar ies ar e necessar y  
for  r ep len ish ing water , th r ow ing away  food , p r epar ing food , dum ping gr ay  
water , and  other  needs of  f ood  t r uck  owner s. T h is f ood  t r uck  owner  noted  
that  the com m issar ies ar e on ly  needed ever y  so of ten  for  f ood  t r ucks 
located  w i th in  a p r ivately -owned food  t r uck par k , so they  do not  necessar i ly  
negat ively  har m  m any  food  t r uck  owner s.22 

                                                           
19 Will Anderson, “Regulatory challenges impede Austin’s thriving food-truck scene, report says,” Austin Business 
Journal, March 28, 2018, https://www.bizjournals.com/austin/news/2018/03/28/regulatory-challenges-impede-
austin-food-trucks.html. and U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation Food Truck Index, Food Truck Nation Report, 
by Michael Hendrix and Lawrence Bowdish, https://www.foodtrucknation.us/wp-content/themes/food-truck-
nation/Food-Truck-Nation-Full-Report.pdf 
20 U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation Food Truck Index, Food Truck Nation Report, by Michael Hendrix and 
Lawrence Bowdish, https://www.foodtrucknation.us/wp-content/themes/food-truck-nation/Food-Truck-Nation-Full-
Report.pdf 
21 Ibid.  
22 Miguel Kaiser, Phone Call with Author, June 14, 2021. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/austin/news/2018/03/28/regulatory-challenges-impede-austin-food-trucks.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/austin/news/2018/03/28/regulatory-challenges-impede-austin-food-trucks.html
https://www.foodtrucknation.us/wp-content/themes/food-truck-nation/Food-Truck-Nation-Full-Report.pdf
https://www.foodtrucknation.us/wp-content/themes/food-truck-nation/Food-Truck-Nation-Full-Report.pdf
https://www.foodtrucknation.us/wp-content/themes/food-truck-nation/Food-Truck-Nation-Full-Report.pdf
https://www.foodtrucknation.us/wp-content/themes/food-truck-nation/Food-Truck-Nation-Full-Report.pdf


PO L ICY RESEARCH  SH O P | T UL AN E U N IVERSIT Y SCH O O L  O F L I BERAL  ART S 

9 
 

 
Regulat ions 

O nce the per m i t t ing p r ocess has been  com pleted , the m obi le f ood  
un i t  m ust pass an  in spect ion .  M obi le Vendor s m ust r em ain  20  feet  f r om  
any  str uctur e and 50  feet  f r om  a r esiden t ial  bu i ld ing, r em ain  at  least  15 feet  
f r om  any  f i r e hy dr an t , m ust not  block  access to a Fi r e D epar tm en t 
Connect ion , and  m ust not  block  en tr ances or  ex i ts f r om  an y  str uctur e. 
Electr ici ty  m ust be supp l ied  th r ough  a gener ator  or  other  sour ce w i th in  the 
food  t r uck  i tsel f ; electr ici ty  m ay  not  be pu l led f r om  a near by  str uctur e and  
extension  cor ds cannot be used  excessively . A m axim um  of  two 10 0 - lb 
p r opane cy l inder s ar e per m i t ted . M ain tenance of  a safe an d  secur e water  
supp ly  is the r esponsibi l i ty  of  the M obi le Vendor  oper ator ; hot  and  cold  
water  m ust be avai lable f or  use to al l  sinks at  al l  t im es. Each  food  t r uck  m ust 
have per m anen t hold ing tanks for  f r esh  water  and  wastewater  in  each  un i t : 
f r esh  water  tanks m ust hold  30  gal lons or  m or e and  wastewater  tanks m ust 
be 15% lar ger  than  the f r eshwater  tank . For  r estr oom s, M obi le Vendor s m ust 
ar r ange to shar e a f aci l i ty  w i th  a f i xed  establ ishm en t or  p r ov ide a por table 
r estr oom .23 All th e  se r v ice  ite m s n e ce ssa r y  fo r  o p e r a t io n  m u st  b e  ke p t  
in sid e  th e  m o b ile  u n it  o r  a t  a  ce n tr a l p r e p ar a t io n  facility  a t  a ll t im e s, 
in clu d in g co o le r s, p r o p an e  tan ks, ge n e r a to r s, b ar b e cu e  p its, gr e ase  d isp o sal 
b in s, an d  cash  r e giste r s.24 

T h e  su r ve y  ad m in iste r e d  fo r  th e  Fo o d  T r u ck  N at io n  r e p o r t  fo u n d  th a t  
fo o d  t r u ck  o w n e r s acr o ss th e  co u n tr y  co n siste n t ly  ca lle d  fo r  sim p lify in g o r  
e lim in at in g th e  r e gu la t io n s o n  m o b ile  fo o d  u n its. An  Au st in - b ase d  
r e sp o n d e n t  to  th e ir  su r ve y  e xp r e sse d  th e ir  fr u st r a t io n  w ith  th e  r e gu la t io n s 
b y  say in g, “w e  a ll w o r k  so  h ar d  as sm all b u sin e ss o w n e r s th a t  w e  d o n ’t  h ave  
t im e  to  d e al w ith  th e  go ve r n m e n t . G o ve r n m e n t’s jo b  sh o u ld  b e  to  e n su r e  w e  
r u n  a  safe  fo o d  se r v ice  b u sin e ss, p ay  co lle cte d  sa le s tax , o b e y  lab o r  law s, an d  
th a t’s ab o u t  it .”25 O ve r a ll, Fo o d  T r u ck  N at io n  n o te d  th a t  co m p le xity  in  th e  
city ’s r e gu la t io n  p r o ce ss r e p r e se n te d  th e  lar ge st  b u r d e n  to  fo o d  t r u cks. 
 

                                                           
23 Austin.gov, “Mobile food vendor permit guide,” 2021, https://alpha.austin.gov/en/permits-tickets/business-
permits-and-licenses/food-business-permits/mobile-food-vendor-permit-guide/. 
24 Ibid and Texas Department of State Health Services, Texas Administrative Code: Requirements Applicable to 
Certain Establishments, October 11, 2015, 
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1
&p_tac=&ti=25&pt=1&ch=228&rl=221. 
25 U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation Food Truck Index, Food Truck Nation Report, by Michael Hendrix and 
Lawrence Bowdish, https://www.foodtrucknation.us/wp-content/themes/food-truck-nation/Food-Truck-Nation-Full-
Report.pdf 

https://alpha.austin.gov/en/permits-tickets/business-permits-and-licenses/food-business-permits/mobile-food-vendor-permit-guide/
https://alpha.austin.gov/en/permits-tickets/business-permits-and-licenses/food-business-permits/mobile-food-vendor-permit-guide/
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=25&pt=1&ch=228&rl=221
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=25&pt=1&ch=228&rl=221
https://www.foodtrucknation.us/wp-content/themes/food-truck-nation/Food-Truck-Nation-Full-Report.pdf
https://www.foodtrucknation.us/wp-content/themes/food-truck-nation/Food-Truck-Nation-Full-Report.pdf
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Food T ruck Parks  
Aust in ’s f ood  t r uck  r egu lat ions and  oper at ions ar e un ique in  that  

stat ionar y  car ts ar e located  on  p r ivate pr oper ty .26  As th e  n u m b e r  o f fo o d  
t r u cks in  Au st in  gr e w  th r o u gh o u t  th e  last  d e cad e , so  d id  p r ivate ly  o w n e d  
an d  o p e r a te d  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks, w h ich  o ffe r  p a tr o n s an  asso r tm e n t  o f lo cal 
ve n d o r s w ith  a  var ie ty  o f o p t io n s, ad d it io n al am e n it ie s, an d  a  sp ace  to  
gath e r .27 Acr o ss Au st in , o n e  can  se ld o m  fin d  a  n e igh b o r h o o d  w ith o u t  a  fo o d  
t r u ck  p ar k .  

Au st in ’s fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  o w n e r s h ave  face d  fie r ce  p r ice  co m p e t it io n s 
as th e  p ar ks gr e w  in  p o p u lar ity . Sar ah  H an n o n , th e  fo r m e r  o w n e r  o f th e  
M id w ay  Fo o d  P ar k  in  Au st in , to ld  T he New York T imes th a t  a fte r  o p e n in g th e  
p ar k  in  20 13 , o th e r  p r o p e r ty  o w n e r s b e gan  to  r e a lize  th a t  th e y  co u ld  “sh ave  
o ff a  co r n e r  o f th e ir  p ar k in g lo t  an d  give  a  fo o d  t r u ck  sp ace ,” le ad in g to  an  
in cr e ase  in  th e  n u m b e r  o f p r iva te ly - o w n e d  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks. At  o n e  p o in t , 
M s. H an n o n  h ad  40  ve n d o r s o n  th e  w ait list  fo r  h e r  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k , b u t  
b e cau se  o f co m p e t it io n , sh e  st r u ggle d  to  ke e p  u p  w ith  th e  p r ice  fo r  a  fo o d  
t r u ck  sp ace . W h ile  M s. H an n o n  w as ch ar gin g $1,50 0  a  m o n th  to  r e se r ve  a  
sp o t , m an y  co m p e t ito r s ch ar ge d  $50 0 .28 

T h e  p h e n o m e n o n  o f p r iva te  p r o p e r ty  o w n e r s u sin g so m e  o f th e ir  
e x tr a  sp ace  fo r  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k in g h as co n t in u e d  to  th r ive  in  Au st in  o ve r  th e  
last  d e cad e . T h e  o wn e r  o f th e  T LO C S fo o d  t r u ck , p ar ke d  at  th e  p o p u lar  
50 0 0  Bu r n e t  Str e e t  Fo o d  P ar k , e xp la in e d  in  an  in te r v ie w  th at  th e  fo o d  t r u ck  
p ar k  o w n e r  h as tw o  o ffice  b u ild in gs, an d  b e cau se  o f th e  h igh  p r o p e r ty  taxe s 
o n  th e  b u ild in gs, th e  o w n e r s d e cid e d  to  in v ite  fo o d  t r u cks to  th e  p ar k in g lo t  
sin ce  th e r e  ar e  n o  p r o p e r ty  taxe s o n  fo o d  t r u cks. D e p e n d in g o n  w h e r e  th e  
fo o d  t r u ck  is p ar ke d  in  th is lo t , th e  r e n t  var ie s fr o m  $80 0  to  $10 0 0  p e r  
m o n th , d e p e n d in g o n  v isib ility  fr o m  th e  st r e e t  an d  e n tr an ce . In clu d e d  in  
th is r e n t  is a  se r ie s o f am e n it ie s p r o vid e d  b y  th e  p r o p e r ty  o w n e r , su ch  as 
p icn ic tab le s w ith  u m b r e llas, p e r m an e n t  r e st r o o m s, a  r e fr ige r a te d  ar e a  fo r  
th e  fo o d  t r u ck  o w n e r s, se cu r ity  cam e r as, sta t io n s w ith  d o g w aste  d isp o sal 
b ags, t r ash  r e ce p tac le s, an d  p o w e r  sta t io n s fo r  e ach  fo o d  t r u ck . T h e se  ty p e s 
o f am e n it ie s ar e  co m m o n  fo r  p r iva te  fo o d  t r u ck  sp ace s, acco r d in g to  th e  
o w n e r  o f T LO C S, b u t  th e r e  ar e  ad d it io n al o n e s th a t  can  b e n e fit  fo o d  t r u ck  
o p e r a t io n s, in clu d in g a  gr e ase  t r ap  o n  th e  p r o p e r ty  w h e r e  m o b ile  fo o d  

                                                           
26 Linda Baker, “Food Trucks ‘Are No Longer a Novelty,’ but They Are Adapting,” New York Times, February 5, 
2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/05/business/food-truck-expansion-entrepreneurship.html. 
27 Brandon Warson, “Austin may not be as food truck-friendly as you think,” Culture Map Austin, May 21, 2018, 
https://austin.culturemap.com/news/restaurants-bars/03-21-18-austin-most-food-truck-friendly-cities-america/. 
28 Linda Baker, “Food Trucks ‘Are No Longer a Novelty,’ but They Are Adapting,” New York Times, February 5, 
2019, https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/05/business/food-truck-expansion-entrepreneurship.html. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/05/business/food-truck-expansion-entrepreneurship.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/05/business/food-truck-expansion-entrepreneurship.html
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ve n d o r s can  d isp o se  o f gr e y w ate r .29

30  
As se e n  in  th e  ab o ve  tab le , so m e  o f th e  m o st  p o p u lar  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks, 

b ase d  o n  th e ir  ap p e ar an ce s o n  p o p u lar  t r ave l ad vice  w e b site s, sh ar e  sim ilar  
am e n it ie s a t  th e ir  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks.31 Base d  o n  th e  var ie ty  o f am e n it ie s 
availab le  an d  h o w  co m m o n  so m e  am e n it ie s ar e , th e y  ar e  like ly  to  b e  
d e e m e d  m o r e  a t t r act ive  to  v isito r s to  th e  p ar ks, m ak in g th e m  im p o r tan t  
co n sid e r a t io n s fo r  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks to  im p le m e n t .  

 
3 .3 . N e w  O r le an s, Lo u isian a  

I ntroduction 
N ew O r leans, L ou isiana is known  for  of f er ing d iver se cu isines and  

m outh -water ing food . Ar eas l i ke the French  Q uar ter , M agazine Str eet , and  
Fr er et  Str eet  at tr act both  locals and  tour ists because of  the abundance of  
r estaur an ts and  food  t r ucks that  ar e located  th r oughout the ar ea. Al though  
the ci ty  i s cur r en tly  f i l led  w i th  f ood  t r ucks, a decade ago ther e wer e alm ost 
no legi t im ate food  t r ucks in  N ew O r leans. Befor e H ur r icane Katr ina in  
20 0 5, N ew O r leans of fer ed  a ver y  nar r ow legal  pathway  for  own ing and  
oper at ing a food  t r uck  w i th in  the ci ty .32 T he ver y  f ew food  t r ucks that  wer e 
in  the ci ty  of ten  had  to wor k  under  the r adar  in  order  to oper ate. T he ver y  
f ew laws on  the r ecor d  at  th is t im e were ver y  r estr ict i ve and  d i f f i cu l t  to 
under stand , wh ich  m ade i t  ver y  d i f f i cu l t  to obtain  a per m i t  to oper ate a 
food  t r uck.33 D ur ing that  t im e, ther e wer e r ough ly  one hundr ed  per m i ts 
avai lable annual ly  f or  al l  ty pes of  m obi le vendor s, not  just  f ood  t r uck  
                                                           
29 Miguel Kaiser, Phone Call with Author, June 14, 2021. 
30 Table compiled by author with data from https://www.austintexas.org/things-to-do/food-and-drink/food-
trucks/ and https://www.thrillist.com/eat/austin/best-austin-food-trucks-parks 
31 Anastacia Uriegas, “A Truly Exhaustive Guide to Austin’s Food Truck Parks,” Thrillist, August 31, 2017, 
https://www.thrillist.com/eat/austin/best-austin-food-trucks-parks. and Visit Austin, “Austin Food Trucks and 
Trailers,” https://www.austintexas.org/things-to-do/food-and-drink/food-trucks/. 
32 Interview with Alex de Castillo 
33  Price, Todd A. “Food Trucks Thrive Under New City Laws. Nola.com, June 14, 
2021.https://www.nola.com/entertainment_life/eat-drink/article_69149bec-d5ab-5056-a423-84333d7c3d13.html  

https://www.austintexas.org/things-to-do/food-and-drink/food-trucks/
https://www.austintexas.org/things-to-do/food-and-drink/food-trucks/
https://www.thrillist.com/eat/austin/best-austin-food-trucks-parks
https://www.thrillist.com/eat/austin/best-austin-food-trucks-parks
https://www.austintexas.org/things-to-do/food-and-drink/food-trucks/
https://www.nola.com/entertainment_life/eat-drink/article_69149bec-d5ab-5056-a423-84333d7c3d13.html
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ve n d o r s, gr e a t ly  r ed u cin g th e  p o ssib ility  fo r  fo o d  t r u ck  o w n e r s to  o b ta in  a  
le gal p e r m it . N o w , th e r e  ar e  o n e  h u n d r e d  p e r m its availab le  e ve r y  y e ar  fo r  
fo o d  t r u cks a lo n e . P r e vio u sly , th e y  a llo w e d  o n ly  35 fo o d  t r u ck  p e r m its 
e ve r y  y e ar .34  
 
Permi ts and L icensing  
            T he laws have been  r ecen t ly  updated  to m ake i t  easier  to obtain  a 
per m i t  and  own  and  oper ate a food  t r uck  business. L a Cosin i ta f ood  t r uck  
owner  Rachel  Bi l low  stated  in  an  in ter v iew that  app ly ing for  and  obtain ing a 
per m i t  to oper ate a food  t r uck  took  her  m on ths.35 Accor d ing to Alex de 
Cast i l lo, the owner  of  T aceaux L oceaux food  t r uck and  r estaur an t , obtain ing 
a food  t r uck  per m i t ten  y ear s ago was alm ost im possible and  not  wor th  the 
t r ouble. N ow, Cast i l lo say s that  the new laws ar e easy  to abide by  and , 
al though  i t  i s st i l l  d i f f i cu l t  to get  a per m i t , i t  i s m uch  easier  than  i t  was 
befor e H ur r icane Katr ina. Cast i l lo also th inks that  the p r ices for  a per m i t  ar e 
som ewhat r easonable. T he total  cost  f or  a m obi le f ood  t r uck  per m i t  and  
l i cense is ar ound  $655.25 but  m ay  cost  m or e in  cer tain  cases. T h is includes 
the app l icat ion  fee, the food  t r uck perm i t  f ee, m obi le ven d ing per m i t  f r om  
the f i r e depar tm en t, heal th  inspect ion  fees, tem por ar y  f ood  ser v ice 
establ ishm en t per m i t , occupat ional  l i cense fee, sales tax deposi t , and  I .D . 
car d  fee per  card .36  
 
Regulat ions 
            Food  t r ucks ar e p r oh ibi ted  f r om  oper at ing in  the Fr ench  Q uar ter  
and  the Cen tr al  Business D istr i ct  (CBD ).37 T he r estr ict ions keep  food  t r ucks 
f r om  oper at ing in  the m ost tour ist -heavy  neighbor hoods of  the ci ty , 
ther eby  r educing food  t r ucks’ access to these custom er  bases.   Cast i l lo of   
the T aceaux L oceaux food  t r uck and  r estaur an t  agr eed  that  one of  the 
biggest  p r oblem s f acing N ew O r leans food  t r ucks is the oper at ion  ar eas. 
Som e laws r egar d ing oper at ion  locat ions and  oper at ion  r estr ict ions have 
been  am ended in  the past  sever al  y ear s. Vendor  t r ucks cannot oper ate 

                                                           
34 Ibid  
35  “50 Food Truck Owners Speak Out: ‘What I Wish I'd Known Before Starting My Food Truck.’” FoodTruckr, 
June 20, 2021. https://foodtruckr.com/2020/05/what-i-wish-id-known-before-starting-my-food-truck 
36 “Mobile Food Truck Permit and License” City of New Orleans One Stop, June 14, 
2021.https://www.nola.gov/cultural-economy/documents/food-truck-permit-guide/  
37 Price, Todd A. “Food Trucks Thrive Under New City Laws. Nola.com, June 14, 
2021.https://www.nola.com/entertainment_life/eat-drink/article_69149bec-d5ab-5056-a423-84333d7c3d13.html  

https://foodtruckr.com/2020/05/what-i-wish-id-known-before-starting-my-food-truck/
https://www.nola.gov/cultural-economy/documents/food-truck-permit-guide/
https://www.nola.com/entertainment_life/eat-drink/article_69149bec-d5ab-5056-a423-84333d7c3d13.html
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w ith in  tw e n ty  fe e t  o f an  in te r se ct io n  o r  a  sto p  sign  o r  an y  o th e r  t r affic  
co n tr o l sign . T h e y  can n o t  o p e r a te  w ith in  th r e e  fe e t  o f an y  d r ive w ay , 
w h e e lch air  o r  b icy cle  r am p , an d  can n o t p ar k  in  fr o n t o f o r  b lo ck  th e  e x it /  
e n tr an ce  o f a  b u ild in g. T h e y  a lso  can n o t  o p e r a te  w ith in  tw o  b lo cks o f an  
e le m e n tar y  o r  se co n d ar y  sch o o l w h ile  th e  sch o o ls ar e  in  se ssio n .38 Fo o d  
t r u cks can  a lso  b e  p ar ke d  fo r  u p  to  fo u r  h o u r s in  a  sin gle  lo cat io n , w h ich  
p r e vio u sly  w as o n ly  45 m in u te s. P r e vio u s law s h ave  sta te d  th a t  fo o d  t r u cks 
can n o t  p ar k  w ith in  6 0 0  fe e t  o f an  o p e r a t in g r e stau r an t  u n le ss a llo w e d  b y  
th e  r e stau r an t . N o w , th e r e  is n o  lim it  to  h o w  clo se  a  t r u ck  can  p ar k  to  a  
r e stau r an t .39  P r e vio u s law s sta te d  th a t  fo o d  t r u cks h ad  to  b e  o p e r a t in g 
w ith in  30 0  fe e t  o f a  p u b lic  b a th r o o m . T h e  n e w  law s sta te  th a t  th e y  d o  n o t  
n e e d  to  b e  p ar ke d  n e ar  o n e  if th e y  ar e  n o t  p ar ke d  a t  a  lo cat io n  fo r  m o r e  
th an  tw o  h o u r s.40  Fo o d  a lso  h as to  b e  p r e p ar e d  a t  th e  fo o d  tr u ck  site  an d  
n e e d s to  m e e t  th e  sam e  h e alth  an d  safe ty  r e gu la t io n s th a t  r e stau r an ts 
fo llo w . It  is a lso  th e  ve n d o r ’s jo b  to  ke e p  th e  site  cle an  an d  p r o vid e  a  t r ash  
can . T h e y  a lso  can n o t  p r o vid e  fu r n itu r e  in  th e  st r e e ts o r  sid e w alks.41   

In  th e  C ity ’s Fo o d  T r u ck  O p e r a t in g Ar eas m ap  b e lo w , ve n d o r s w ith  a  
fo o d  t r u ck  p e r m it  a r e  p e r m it te d  to  o p e r a te  in  th e  y e llo w  zo n e . Ve n d o r s w h o  
w an t  to  o p e r a te  th e ir  fo o d  t r u ck  in  th e  b lu e  ar e as m u st  o b ta in  a  Fr an ch ise  
p e r m it  fr o m  th e  C ity  C o u n cil.42 

                                                           
38 “Mobile Food Truck Permit and License” City of New Orleans One Stop, June 14, 
2021.https://www.nola.gov/cultural-economy/documents/food-truck-permit-guide/  
39 Danny Monteverde, “N.O. City Council Approves New Food-Truck Laws,” NOLA.com, April 22, 2013, 
https://www.nola.com/news/article_c69ec57f-dd62-5175-bc16-f69ab7d935c3.html. 
40  Ibid.  
41 “Mobile Food Truck Permit and License” City of New Orleans One Stop, June 14, 
2021.https://www.nola.gov/cultural-economy/documents/food-truck-permit-guide/ 
42 Ibid 

https://www.nola.gov/cultural-economy/documents/food-truck-permit-guide/
https://www.nola.gov/cultural-economy/documents/food-truck-permit-guide/
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43 
Food T ruck Events 

I n  the in ter v iew w i th  Cast i l lo of  T aceaux L oceaux, he stated  that  i t  was 
d i f f i cu l t  to oper ate at  even ts, such  as m usic f est ivals, and  i t  usual ly  d id  not  
benef i t  the food  t r uck  businesses and  was not  wor th  i t . M ost of  the t im e, the 
even t m anager s d id  not  p r ov ide am en i t ies f or  the vendor s and  the food  
t r uck businesses at  the even ts d id  not  m ake a lot  of  m oney . T he on ly  m ain  
benef i t  of  wor k ing at  an  even t was to p r om ote thei r  business, so peop le 
cou ld  h i r e them  for  cater ing, or  f or  Cast i l lo, to p r om ote h is r estaur an t .44 
Vendor s also have to obtain  a per m i t  to oper ate dur ing the even t. T he extr a 
per m i t  i s $50 .25 for  business owner s, and  f r ee for  non -p r of i t  
or gan izat ions.45 

Al though  the star tup  can  be d i f f i cu l t , food  t r uck par ks can  th r ive in  
N ew O r leans. An  old  f ood  t r uck  park , D eja V ieux Food Par k , was located  in  
the L ower  Gar den  D istr i ct  that  held  up  to six  f ood  t r ucks. T he food  par k  
was open  ever y  day  of  the week. T he par k  also included  a per m anen t bar  

                                                           
43 Ibid  
44 Interview With Alex de Castillo 
45 “Mobile Food Truck Permit and License” City of New Orleans One Stop, June 14, 
2021.https://www.nola.gov/cultural-economy/documents/food-truck-permit-guide/ 

https://www.nola.gov/cultural-economy/documents/food-truck-permit-guide/
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an d  p at io , w ith  T Vs an d  gam e s, an d  a  w e e k ly  jazz  sh o w .46  If a  fo o d  t r u ck  
p ar k /  fo o d  t r u ck  fe st iva l p lan s o n  se llin g a lco h o l, th e  p ar k  n e e d s to  o b ta in  
an  a lco h o lic  b e ve r age  p e r m it , w h ich  r eq u ir e s a  p r o ce ssin g fe e . T h e  p ar k  a lso  
n e e d s an  o ccu p at io n al lice n se  sp e cia l e ve n t  p e r m it . T h e  ven d o r s a t  th e  p ar k  
n e e d  an  in d iv id u al tr ad e  sh o w  ve n d o r  o ccu p at io n al lice n se . A fo o d  t r u ck  
p ar k  o r  fe st iva l a lso  n e e d s to  ap p ly  fo r  st r e e t  clo su r e  if th e y  p lan  o n  h o ld in g 
th e  e ve n ts in  th e  st r e e ts, w h ich  m igh t  a lso  r e q u ir e  m e te r  r e n ta ls, r e q u ir in g 
an  ap p lica t io n  an d  ad d it io n al fe e .47 

Se ve r a l lo cal N e w  O r le an s fo o d  t r u ck  ve n d o r s star te d  th e  N e w  
O r le an s Fo o d  T r u ck  C o alit io n  in  20 12 in  o r d e r  to  fix  an d  am e n d  th e  m o b ile  
ve n d o r  law s an d  p r o te ct  th e  r igh ts o f th e  ve n d o r s.48 Se ve r a l y e ar s ago , 
N O FT C  p ar tn e r e d  u p  w ith  co u n cilw o m an  Stace y  H e ad  to  r e fo r m  th e se  
law s. O n e  o f H e ad ’s go als is to  in cr e ase  th e  am o u n t  o f p e r m its issu e d  e ve r y  
y e ar . Eve r y  y e ar , th e  p r e - e x ist in g ve n d o r s ar e  ab le  to  o b ta in  p e r m its fir st , 
an d  th e n  n e w  b u sin e sse s ar e  ab le  to  ap p ly  fo r  a  p e r m it . T h is m ake s it  
d ifficu lt  to  cr e a te  m o r e  fo o d  t r u ck  b u sin e sse s in  N e w  O r le an s.49  Sh e  a lso  
w an te d  to  e xp an d  th e  d istan ce  lim it  th a t  r e st r icte d  fo o d  t r u cks fr o m  
o p e r a t in g n e ar  a  r e stau r an t .50  Afte r  th e  law s w e r e  am e n d e d , m an y  
r e stau r an t  o w n e r s an d  r e stau r an t  asso cia t io n  m e m b e r s w e r e  again st  fo o d  
t r u cks an d  d id  n o t  su p p o r t  th e  n e w  laws 51. T h e  m ain  r e aso n  r e stau r an t  
o w n e r s w e r e  again st  fo o d  t r u ck  ve n d o r s is b e cau se  th e  t r u cks ar e  ab le  to  
p ar k  clo se  to  th e  r e stau r an t , w h ich  can  p o te n t ia lly  affe ct  th e  b u sin e ss fo r  th e  
r e stau r an t  o w n e r s. T h e y  a lso  b e lie ve d  th a t  fo o d  t r u cks d o  n o t  m e e t  th e  
h e alth  co d e  stan d ar d  an d  cr o w d  st r e e ts an d  sid e w alks.52  
 

3 .4. H ar tfo r d , C o n n e ct icu t  

                                                           
46 “Have You Visited New Orleans' First Permanent Food Truck Park?,” NOLA Weekend, June 14 ,2021, 
https://www.nolaweekend.com/new-orleans-first-ever-permanent-food-truck-park-opens/. 
47 “OneStop - Events - Food Sales & Preparations - City of New Orleans,” nola.gov, accessed June 18, 2021, 
https://www.nola.gov/onestop/events/food-sales-preparations/. 
48 Interview With Alex de Castillo 
49 Richard Thompson, “New Orleans Food Truck Owners Say to Embrace Burgeoning Industry, Ease Regulations,” 
NOLA.com, June 19,2021, https://www.nola.com/news/business/article_3c139672-cd7a-50e4-9971-
753748ed86ff.html. 
50 Todd A. Price, “Food Trucks Thrive Under New City Laws. Nola.com, June 14, 
2021.https://www.nola.com/entertainment_life/eat-drink/article_69149bec-d5ab-5056-a423-84333d7c3d13.html  
51 Interview with Alex de Castillo 
52 Elice Hubbert and Logan Seacrest, “Food Trucks: An LRO Backgrounder,” Nebraska Legislature (Legislative 
Research Office, March 2020), https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/pdf/reports/research/foodtrucks_2020.pdf   
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I ntroduction 
W hat was once a vacan t lot  in  W est H ar t f or d , Connect icu t , has 

becom e a v ibr an t  and  l i vely  f ood  t r uck par k  that  at tr acts vendor s and  
custom er s f r om  the gr eater  Connect icut  ar ea.53 In  th e  w o r d s o f G astr o P ar k ’s 
fo u n d e r  T ate  N o r d e n , th e  p ar k  w as “in sp ir e d  b y  th e  d e sir e  to  u n ite  th e  
co m m u n ity  w h ile  su p p o r t in g lo cally .”54 W ith  th r e e  t im e  slo ts a  d ay  an d  a  
r o ta t in g fle e t  o f ve n d o r s, G astr o P ar k  o ffe r s a  gr e a t  ve n u e  fo r  fo o d  t r u cks to  
r o u t in e ly  co n gr e gate  an d  h as q u ick ly  b e co m e  o n e  o f W e st  H ar t fo r d ’s m o st  
p o p u lar  a t t r act io n s.  
 
Permi ts and L icensing  

T h e  city  o f W e st  H ar t fo r d  h as cr e a te d  an  o n lin e  p o r ta l fo r  ve n d o r s to  
r e giste r  fo r  th e  ap p r o p r ia te  p e r m its n e e d e d  to  b e co m e  a  lice n se d  fo o d  t r u ck  
ve n d o r . T h e  st r e am lin e d  n atu r e  o f th e  p o r ta l b e n e fits ve n d o r s b y  p r o vid in g 
n o t ifica t io n s o f u p co m in g b id s, in fo r m at io n  r e gar d in g p ay m e n ts to  th e  city , 
an d  th e  ab ility  to  e asily  u p d ate  co m p an y  in fo r m at io n .55  

Fo o d  T r u ck  ve n d o r s ar e  r e q u ir e d  to  o b ta in  a  p e r m it  fr o m  th e  W e st  
H ar t fo r d  P o lice  D e p ar tm e n t  an d  th e  W e st  H ar t fo r d  H e alth  D ist r ict  a t  a  co st  
o f $20 0  in  o r d e r  to  o p e r a te . T h e se  lice n se s e n su r e  th a t  fo o d  t r u cks an d  th e ir  
o p e r a to r s co m p ly  w ith  p r e - e x ist in g co d e  fr o m  b o th  th e  city  an d  th e  sta te  o f 
C o n n e ct icu t . Fo o d  tr u cks se e k in g to  o p e r a te  lo n g- te r m  o n  p r ivate ly  o w n e d  
p r o p e r ty  m u st  a lso  o b ta in  a  zo n in g p e r m it  p r io r  to  o p e r a t in g.56  P ar k in g an d  
o p e r a t in g o n  th e  st r e e t  r e q u ir e s ap p r o val th r o u gh  th e  H ar tfo r d  P ar k in g 
Au th o r ity  an d  th o se  r e q u e sts ar e  r e v ie w e d  o n  a  case - b y - case  b asis. 

Fo o d  T r u ck  p ar ks m u st  a lso  o b ta in  a  Sp e cia l U se  P e r m it  (SU P ) w h ich  
m u st  b e  ap p r o ve d  an d  o b ta in e d  th r o u gh  th e  P lan n in g an d  Z o n in g D iv isio n . 
Fo o d  T r u ck  p ar ks ar e  d e fin e d  as a  p e r m an e n t ly  e stab lish e d  ar e a  w ith  
cap acity  to  acco m m o d ate  u p  to , b u t  n o t  to  e xce e d , five  fo o d  t r u cks o ffe r in g 
fo o d  an d  b e ve r age s fo r  sa le  to  th e  p u b lic .57 T h u s, W e st  H ar t fo r d ’s o r d in an ce  
r e q u ir e s ap p r o p r ia te  lice n sin g o n  b e h alf o f th e  in d iv id u al fo o d  t r u cks an d  
th e ir  o w n e r s, as w e ll as a  sp e cific  p e r m it  in  o r d e r  to  e stab lish  a  p ar k  fo r  
th e se  ve n d o r s to  o p e r a te .  

                                                           
53 Maddie Phelps, “GastroPark Food Truck Park Opening in West Hartford,” CT Bites (CT Bites, September 2, 
2020), https://www.ctbites.com/blog/2020/8/30/gastropark-opening-in.  
54 Ibid.  
55 “Vendor Registration - Town of West Hartford,” West Hartford, 2021, https://www.westhartfordct.gov/town-
departments/purchasing-procurement/vendor-registration.  
56 “The Mobile Food Truck & Food Truck Park Ordinance.” West Hartford Town Council, March 28, 2017. 
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1581355431/westhartfordctgov/b80yoj4yqxl6to4pt0bt/FoodTruckWITHmap.
pdf     
57 Ibid.  

https://www.ctbites.com/blog/2020/8/30/gastropark-opening-in
https://www.westhartfordct.gov/town-departments/purchasing-procurement/vendor-registration
https://www.westhartfordct.gov/town-departments/purchasing-procurement/vendor-registration
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1581355431/westhartfordctgov/b80yoj4yqxl6to4pt0bt/FoodTruckWITHmap.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1581355431/westhartfordctgov/b80yoj4yqxl6to4pt0bt/FoodTruckWITHmap.pdf
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Regulat ions 

Un t i l  20 17, when  T ate N or den  had  the idea to conver t  a vacan t lot  in to 
a f ood  t r uck  park , the ex ist ing or d inances of  W est H ar t f or d , Connect icu t  
d id  not  accom m odate food  t r ucks. Fol low ing the nat ionw ide expansion  of  
the food  t r uck industr y , W est H ar t f or d  sim i lar ly  sough t to incor por ate 
them  in to the local  com m un i ty . W i th  that  being said , Com m un i ty  
D evelopm en t D i r ector  M ar k  M cGovern  asser ted  that  the local  gover nm en t 
would  have to m ake sur e they  would  be im p lem en ted  “wher e i t  m akes m ost 
sense, wher e i t  cou ld  wor k  w i thout i t  becom ing p r oblem at ic f or  the 
com m er cial  d ist r i ct  or  t r af f i c or  publ ic safety  concer ns.” 58  

An y  p r o p o sal fo r  a  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  m u st  su b m it  a  d e ta ile d  p lan  to  th e  
p lan n in g an d  zo n in g co m m issio n , an d  W e st  H ar t fo r d ’s cu r r e n t  o r d in an ce  
in clu d e s lan gu age  lim it in g th e  n u m b e r  o f fo o d  t r u cks to  five  a t  a  t im e .59  
O th e r  city  st ip u la t io n s in clu d e  a  r e q u ir e m e n t  fo r  a t  le ast  tw o  p e r m an e n t  
b a th r o o m s o n  th e  p r o p e r ty  an d  th e  p ar k  m u st  b e  h an d icap  acce ssib le .6 0  
W e st  H ar t fo r d ’s fo o d  t r u ck  o r d in an ce  o u t lin e s th e ir  h o u r s o f o p e r a t io n  to  
take  p lace  b e tw e e n  7 a .m . to  10  p .m ., a  m in im u m  r e q u ir e d  d istan ce  o f 50 0  
fe e t  fr o m  a  p e r m an e n t  r e stau r an t , an d  th e  r e q u ir e m e n t  fo r  ve n d o r s to  
p r o vid e  th e ir  o w n  w aste  r e ce p tacle s an d  h an d le  th e ir  o wn  t r ash . In  ad d it io n , 
n o  p o r tab le  sign s o r  lo u d sp e ake r s ar e  p e r m it te d , an d  t r an sie n t  ve n d o r s 
can n o t  e stab lish  th e ir  o w n  se at in g ar e as ap ar t  fr o m  th at  e stab lish e d  b y  th e  
p ar k .6 1 Ab o ve  a ll, fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks ar e  r eq u ir e d  to  co m p ly  with  o ve r ar ch in g 
sta te  an d  lo cal fo o d  e stab lish m e n t  h e alth  co d e s a lo n g w ith  an y  o th e r  
in d u str y  o p e r a t io n s.  

T h e  o r d in an ce  in  W e st  H ar t fo r d  is d e sign e d  to  su p p o r t  an d  r e gu la te  
th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f fo o d  t r u cks an d  o th e r  m o b ile  ve n d o r s w h ile  
p r o te ct in g th e  o p e r a t io n s o f e x ist in g b r ick - an d - m o r tar  r e stau r an ts. T h u s, 
W e st  H ar t fo r d  se e ks to  e xp an d  o p p o r tu n it ie s fo r  th e  e m e r gin g in d u str y  o f 
fo o d  t r u cks w h ile  a lso  ca te r in g to  th e  p r io r it ie s o f lo cal b u sin e ss o w n e r s an d  
w an t in g to  p r o te ct  th e ir  m ar ke tp lace  as w e ll.  
 
Food T ruck Parks  

                                                           
58 Mikaela Porter, “Food Trucks May Soon Take to Streets of West Hartford, Food Truck Park Could Follow.” 
Hartford Courant, 19 Mar. 2017. https://www.courant.com/community/west-hartford/hc-west-hartford-food-truck-
ordinance-proposed-20170319-story.html  
59 Ibid.  
60 Ibid.  
61 Ibid. 

https://www.courant.com/community/west-hartford/hc-west-hartford-food-truck-ordinance-proposed-20170319-story.html
https://www.courant.com/community/west-hartford/hc-west-hartford-food-truck-ordinance-proposed-20170319-story.html
https://www.courant.com/community/west-hartford/hc-west-hartford-food-truck-ordinance-proposed-20170319-story.html
https://www.courant.com/community/west-hartford/hc-west-hartford-food-truck-ordinance-proposed-20170319-story.html
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G astr o P ar k  is th e  m o st  p r o m in e n t  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  in  W e st  H ar t fo r d  
an d  w as th e  fo u n d at io n  fo r  th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f th e  city ’s o r d in an ce  to  
p e r m it  an d  r e gu la te  th e se  o p e r a t io n s. G astr o P ar k  o p e r a te s five  d ay s a  w e e k , 
d iv id in g e ach  d ay  in to  a  m o r n in g, afte r n o o n , an d  e ve n in g sh ift  w ith  a  
r o ta t in g sch e d u le  o f ve n d o r s ave r agin g b e tw e e n  tw o  an d  fo u r  t r u cks a t  e ach  
sh ift . 

 
3 .5. C o d y , W y o m in g 

I ntroduction 
T he Ci ty  of  Cody , W y om ing is hom e to 10 ,0 0 0  r esiden ts and  i ts local  

econom y  th r ives on  the tour ism  industr y , ser v ing hundr eds of  thousands of  
annual  v isi tor s who ar e at t r acted  to near by  Yel lowstone N at ional  Par k ’s East  
En tr ance, the cu l tural  sign i f i cance associated  w i th  Colonel  W i l l iam  F. 
“Buf falo Bi l l ”  Cody  who founded the town , and  the m oun tainous ter r ain .6 2 
Re ce n t ly , th e  C ity  o f C o d y  r e co gn ize d  a  sp ike  in  b o th  th e  p o p u lar ity  o f an d  
th e  n u m b e r  o f fo o d  t r u cks w ith in  th e  city , p r o m p tin g th e  C ity  C o u n cil to  
ap p r o ve  a  p ilo t  p r o gr am  fo r  fo o d  t r u cks, a llo w in g th r e e  fo o d  t r u cks to  
r e se r ve  a  w e e ke n d  sp o t  a t  M e n to ck  P ar k  th r o u gh o u t  th e  su m m e r .6 3   
 
Permi ts and L icensing 

T h e  C ity  o f C o d y  cu r r e n t ly  r e q u ir e s th a t  M o b ile  Fo o d  Ve n d o r s 
o p e r a te  o n  p r ivate ly  o w n e d  p r o p e r ty  o r  o b ta in  C ity  o f C o d y  C o u n cil 
ap p r o val fo r  o p e r a t io n  r igh ts o n  p u b lic p r o p e r ty . Ve n d o r s m u st  p ay  a  
$70 .0 0  an n u al lice n se  fe e , a  $10 0 .0 0  sp e cia l e ve n t  fe e  fo r  sp e cia l e ve n ts, o r  a  
$20 0 .0 0  sp e cia l e ve n t  fe e  fo r  sp e cia l e ve n ts last in g m o r e  th an  a  w e e k .6 4 
Be gin n in g Ju n e  25, 20 21, th e  C ity  o f C o d y  w ill o p e n  M e n to ck  P ar k  to  se r ve  
as an  ar e a  fo r  M o b ile  Ve n d o r s to  o p e r a te  o u tsid e  o f th e  Sp e cia l Eve n t  
r e st r ict io n s, w h ich  in clu d ed  a  $10 0 .0 0  sp e cia l e ve n t  fe e  an d  a  r e st r ict io n  o n  
o p e r a t in g o n  an y  city  p r o p e r ty , in clu d in g p ar ks.6 5 T h e  C ity  a t to r n e y  fo r  
C o d y , Sco t t  Ko lp itcke , a lso  ad vise d  th e  C ity  C o u n cil th a t  if th e  e xp e r im e n ta l 
p ilo t  p r o gr am  go e s w e ll, th e  co u n cil co u ld  am e n d  th e  m o b ile  ve n d o r  
o r d in an ce  to  in clu d e  th e se  ab ilit ie s to  o p e r a te  o u tsid e  o f th e  Sp e cia l Eve n t 

                                                           
62 “City’s Highlights,” City of Cody, https://www.cityofcody-wy.gov/. 
63 Zac Taylor, “Responding to food truck craze, city adds space,” Cody Enterprise, June 16, 2021, 
https://www.codyenterprise.com/news/local/article_ee38fd78-ced8-11eb-bc6e-53de4e2caf00.html. 
64  City of Cody, Reference: Changes to Mobile Vendors - Ordinance 2020-14, December 21, 2020, 
https://www.cityofcody-wy.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3992/Ordinance-2020-14-Mobile-Vendors?bidId. 
65  City of Cody, City Council Special Meeting Agenda—Resolution 2021-07, June 8, 2021, https://www.cityofcody-
wy.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/5212. 

https://www.cityofcody-wy.gov/
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https://www.cityofcody-wy.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3992/Ordinance-2020-14-Mobile-Vendors?bidId=
https://www.cityofcody-wy.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/5212
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r e st r ict io n s.6 6   If th e  co u n cil am e n d s th e  m o b ile  ve n d o r  o r d in an ce , th e  
ab ility  to  r e se r ve  a  sp o t  a t  C o d y  p ar k  fo r  a  sm alle r  fe e  th an  fo r  ty p ica l 
sp e cia l e ve n ts th r o u gh o u t  th e  su m m e r  co u ld  r e m ain  p e r m an e n t , m e an in g 
M o b ile  Ve n d o r s co u ld  o p e r a te  in  d e sign ate d  p u b lic  sp ace s fr o m  Ju n e  1st  to  
Au gu st  31st  an n u ally .6 7  
 
Regulat ions 

T he p i lot  p r ogr am  r equ i r es that  m obi le vendor s r equest , i n  wr i t ing, 
w i th  a m in im um  of  a 48-hour  not ice, the author izat ion  to u t i l i ze the space 
in  M en tock  Park , wh ich  can  on ly  be author ized  by  the Ci ty  Adm in istr ator . 
Also, the M obi le Vendor s ar e on ly  al lowed to oper ate on  the fol low ing 
com binat ion s of  th r ee day s: T hur sday , Fr iday , and / or  Satur day  or  Fr iday , 
Satur day , and / or  Sunday . N o m or e than  th r ee vendor s w i l l  be author ized  to 
oper ate on  the sam e day s at  the par k . T he M obi le Vendor s m ay  not  oper ate 
befor e 11:0 0  am  or  af ter  7:0 0  pm . Rep lacing the ty p ical  $10 0 .0 0  fee for  
special  even ts is a f ee of  $25.0 0  for  a spot  at  the par k  that  m ust be paid  at  
least  one day  in  advance. Also, the M obi le Vendor s m ust p r ov ide t r ash  
r ecep tacles and  em pty  the tr ash  r ecep tacles located  near by .68 T he Ci ty  i s 
not  p r ov id ing am en i t ies speci f i cal ly  f or  the M obi le Vendor s; instead , the 
Ci ty  i s r equ i r ing the M obi le Vendor s to br ing al l  of  the supp l ies they  need  
as wel l  as p r ov ide add i t ional  tr ash  r ecep tacles for  the patrons in  the ar ea.  
 
Food T ruck Parks 

T he decision  to open  M en tock  Park  fol lowed food  t r uck  even ts hosted  
by  Gey ser s on  the T er r ace on  M onday  even ings, wh ich  br ough t f ood  t r ucks 
together  on  the n igh t  that  m any  of  the br ick -and-m or tar  r estaur an ts wer e 
closed  th r oughout Cody . O n June 7, the f i r st  n igh t  of  the food  t r uck even t at  
the Gey ser s on  the T er r ace, th r ee food  t r ucks at tended and each  sold  out  of  
f ood . T he fol low ing week, six  f ood  t r ucks showed up , show ing the gr ow ing 
in ter est  in  par k ing together  to m im ic a food  t r uck  park . Counci l  m em ber  
D iane Bal lar d  noted  in  the work  session  the week befor e the f inal  Ci ty  
Counci l  vote on  the food  t r uck p i lot  progr am  that  the dem and “ is such  that  
we bet ter  be th ink ing ahead,”  ar gu ing for  the food  t r uck pr ogr am  that  she 
v iews as f i l l i ng a “sl igh t ly  d i f f er en t  n iche.”  Ahead of  the or d inance for  the 

                                                           
66  Zac Taylor, “Responding to food truck craze, city adds space,” Cody Enterprise, June 16, 2021, 
https://www.codyenterprise.com/news/local/article_ee38fd78-ced8-11eb-bc6e-53de4e2caf00.html. 
67 City of Cody, City Council Special Meeting Agenda—Resolution 2021-07, June 8, 2021, https://www.cityofcody-
wy.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/5212. 
68  City of Cody, City Council Special Meeting Agenda—Resolution 2021-07, June 8, 2021, https://www.cityofcody-
wy.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/5212. 
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M e n to ck  P ar k  p ilo t  p r o gr am , th e  city  go ve r n m e n t  h e ld  d iscu ssio n s w ith  a  
h an d fu l o f fo o d  t r u ck  o w n e r s as w e ll as b r ick  an d  m o r tar  b u sin e sse s. T h e  
city  m an age r  Bar r y  C o o k  r e calle d  th a t  th e r e  w as st r o n g su p p o r t  fo r  fo o d  
t r u cks in  C o d y , b u t th e  lo cal o w n e r s h ad  an  issu e  w ith  th o se  o u t  o f to w n . 
C o u n cil m e m b e r  Em ily  Sw e t t , w h o  h e lp e d  to  le ad  th e  p ilo t  p r o gr am , 
r e p o r te d  th a t  n o n e  o f th e  b r ick - an d - m o r tar  r e stau r an ts an d  fo o d  t r u ck  
o w n e r s w h o  p ar t icip a te d  in  th e  o r d in an ce  p lan n in g o p p o se d  th e  o p e n in g o f 
M e n to ck  P ar k  fo r  fo o d  t r u cks. Ad d it io n ally , th e  o w n e r  o f a  lo cal r e stau r an t , 
N ath an  Kar d o s, su gge ste d  e lim in at in g fe e s to  m ake  it  m o r e  ap p e alin g to  
fo o d  t r u cks, sh o w in g su p p o r t  fo r  th e  p r o gr am  am o n g lo cal r e stau r an t  
o w n e r s. Am o n g th o se  w ith  h e sita t io n s to  th e  o r d in an ce  w e r e  co u n cil 
m e m b e r  H e id i Rasm u sse n , w h o  a t  th e  w o r k  se ssio n  m e n t io n e d  h e r  st r o n g 
o p p o sit io n  to  an o th e r  p o te n t ia l lo cat io n , Bo b  M o o r e  M e m o r ia l P ar k in g Lo t , 
w h ich  sh e  saw  as p o te n t ia lly  h ar m fu l to  th e  d o w n to w n  r e stau r an ts. In  h e r  
w o r d s, “I th in k  it 's a  slip p e r y  slo p e , b u t  I’m  e n t ir e ly  again st  Bo b  M o o r e . It ’s 
to o  n e ar  b r ick - an d - m o r tar s, an d  th e y  su p p o r t  u s w ith  u t ilit ie s; th e y ’r e  o p e n  
a ll y e ar .” C o u n cil m e m b e r  An d y  Q u ick , h o w e ve r , sh o w e d  h is in te r e st  in  
o p e n in g m u lt ip le  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  lo cat io n s, n o t in g th a t  “w e  co u ld  h ave  h alf 
a  d o ze n  lo cat io n s e ve n tu ally . T h e n  w e  co u ld  d e te r m in e  h o w  m an y  t r u cks 
th e y  co u ld  car r y .” O ve r a ll, th e r e  w as st r o n g su p p o r t  fo r  o p e n in g M e n to ck  
P ar k  fo r  fo o d  t r u cks am o n g th e  m ajo r  stake h o ld e r s, e sp e cia lly  sin ce  as a  
p ilo t  p r o gr am  n o th in g w as p e r m an e n t  as o f y e t , b u t  m o st  o f th e  co n ce r n s 
vo ice d  co n siste d  o f th e  p o te n t ia l fo r  h u r t in g lo cal d o w n to w n  r e stau r an ts 
an d  p o te n t ia l p ar k in g issu e s fo r  p a tr o n s.6 9   

 

 

4. P o licy  O p tio n s 

4.1. M ain ta in  th e  Sta tu s Q u o   
D e scr ip t io n : Ralsto n , N e b r aska  w ill ke e p  cu r r e n t law s an d  r e gu la t io n s 
r e gar d in g fo o d  t r u cks, fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks, p e r m its an d  lice n sin g. 
Am e n it ie s, su ch  as se a t in g an d  r e st r o o m s, w o u ld  b e  availab le  fo r  b o th  
ve n d o r s an d  v isito r s. N o  fu r th e r  r e st r ict io n s r e gar d in g fo o d  t r u cks 
w o u ld  b e  im p le m e n te d .  
P r o s:  

                                                           
69 Zac Taylor, “Responding to food truck craze, city adds space,” Cody Enterprise, June 16, 2021, 
https://www.codyenterprise.com/news/local/article_ee38fd78-ced8-11eb-bc6e-53de4e2caf00.html. 
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-  T h e  fo o d  t r u ck  in d u str y  cr e a te s sm all b u sin e sse s an d  a llo w s 
p e o p le  w ith  lit t le  sk ill to  cr e a te  a  jo b . 

-  It  is m u ch  ch e ap e r  to  r u n  a  fo o d  t r u ck  th an  to  r u n  a  b r ick - an d -
m o r tar  r e stau r an t . A fo o d  t r u ck  star t  u p  can  co st  a r o u n d  
$40 ,0 0 0 , w h ile  a  r e stau r an t  can  co st  $250 ,0 0 0 .70   

-  Fo o d  t r u cks b r in g m o r e  to u r ists to  th e  ar e a . 
-  T h e  w o r k in g h o u r s a t  a  fo o d  t r u ck  ar e  m o r e  fle x ib le . 
-  A fo o d  t r u ck  b u sin e ss m ake s it  e asie r  fo r  th e  b u sin e ss to  e xp an d  

in to  a  b r ick - an d - m o r tar  r e stau r an t . 
C o n s:  

-  Fo o d  t r u cks cr e a te  fo o t  an d  ve h icle  t r affic .  
-  Fo o d  t r u cks can  cr o w d  th e  sid e w alks an d  st r e e ts. 
-  It  is m o r e  d ifficu lt  to  cr e a te  a  san itar y  e n vir o n m e n t  w h ile  in  a  

sm all fo o d  t r u ck . 
-  T h e  fo o d  t r u ck  in d u str y  cr e a te s u n fa ir  co m p e t it io n  w ith  b r ick -

an d - m o r tar  r e stau r an ts.  
 

4.2 . Sim ila r it ie s an d  D iffe r e n ce s Be tw e e n  th e  C it ie s  

4.2 .1. P e r m its an d  L ice n se s  
            T h e  C ity  o f D e n ve r  r e q u ir e s a  lice n se  to  o p e r a te  o n  a ll p u b lic  
st r e e ts w ith  th e  o th e r  zo n in g p e r m its r e q u ir e d  fo r  o p e r a t in g o n  p r ivate  
p r o p e r ty . A lice n se  ap p lica t io n  fe e  o f $ 20 0  is r e q u ir e d  as w e ll as a  $125 
lice n se  fe e  w h ich  is d u e  an n u ally . T h e se  ar e  su b je ct  to  in sp e ct io n  b y  th e  
d e p ar tm e n t  o f h e alth  as w e ll as th e  fir e  d e p ar tm e n t  b u t  o ve r a ll, a  n o r m al 
lice n se  w ith  ce r ta in  zo n in g p e r m its w ill su ffice  to  ad e q u ate ly  r u n  a  fo o d  
t r u ck . 
         In  Au st in , in  o r d e r  to  o b ta in  a  lice n se , tw e n ty  ste p s an d  fo u r te e n  t r ip s 
to  r e gu la to r y  b o d ie s ar e  n e e d e d  in  o r d e r  to  r e ce ive  a  lice n se . T h e  fe e s fo r  
p e r m it t in g am o u n t  to  $1,139 . Fo o d  tr u cks in  Au st in , sim ilar  to  D e n ve r , a r e  
su b je ct  to  in sp e ct io n , w h ich  can  so m e t im e s take  e x te n d e d  p e r io d s o f t im e . 
T h e  p r o ce ss o f ap p r o val can  a lso  take  lo n ge r  th an  e xp e cte d , cau sin g 
sign ifican t  b ar r ie r s to  fo o d  t r u ck  o p e r at io n . 
         In  N e w  O r le an s, it  is d ifficu lt  to  o b ta in  a  fo o d  t r u ck  p e r m it . T h e r e  ar e  
o n ly  r o u gh ly  10 0  p e r m its fo r  a ll m o b ile  ve n d o r s availab le  e ach  y e ar . T h e  

                                                           
70 Richard Thompson, “New Orleans Food Truck Owners Say to Embrace Burgeoning Industry, Ease Regulations,” 
NOLA.com, June 19,, 2021, https://www.nola.com/news/business/article_3c139672-cd7a-50e4-9971-
753748ed86ff.html. 
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co st  fo r  a  lice n se  an d  p e r m it  am o u n t  to  $6 55.25, w h ich  in clu d e s an  
ap p lica t io n  fe e , p e r m its, a  lice n se , taxe s, an d  an  I.D . car d  fe e . D u e  to  th e  lo w  
n u m b e r s o f p e r m it s availab le , th e r e  is a  lo n ge r  p r o ce ss in  o r d e r  to  o b ta in  
o n e  d u e  to  th e  h igh  d e m an d . 
         In  H ar t fo r d , p e r m its ar e  o b ta in e d  w ith  a  co st  o f $20 0 . T h e y  a lso  m u st  
o b ta in  a  sp e cia l u se  p e r m it  w h ich  is ap p r o ve d  b y  th e  p lan n in g an d  zo n in g 
d iv isio n . P ar t  o f th e ir  lice n se  e n su r e s th e y  fo llo w  city  co d e s an d  gu id e lin e s. 
Fo o d  t r u cks m ay  a lso  o b ta in  zo n in g p e r m its in  o r d e r  to  o p e r a te  o n  p r ivate  
p r o p e r ty  fo r  e x te n d e d  p e r io d s o f t im e . 
         In  C o d y , th r e e  fo o d  t r u cks can  r e se r ve  w e e ke n d  sp o ts a t  M e n to ck  
P ar k . H e r e , th e y  can  o p e r a te  o u tsid e  o f sp e cia l e ve n t  r e st r ict io n s, w h ich  
th e y  h ad  to  p ay  a  $10 0  fe e  fo r . T h e  city  r e q u ir e s ve n d o r s to  o p e r a te  o n  
p r ivate  p r o p e r ty  o r  r e ce ive  city  co u n cil ap p r o val fo r  p u b lic  lan d . T h e  
an n u al lice n se  fe e  is $70 .0 0  to  go  w ith  th e  sp e cia l e ve n t  fe e  o f $10 0  o r  a  
w e e k  lo n g sp e cia l e ve n t  fe e  o f $20 0 . 
 

4.2 .2 . Re gu la t io n  
T h e  city  o f D e n ve r ’s r e gu la t io n  fo r  fo o d  t r u cks e n co u r age s u se  o f 

p u b lic  st r e e ts e xce p t  fo r  th o se  in  th e  C e n tr a l Bu sin e ss D ist r ict  so  lo n g as 
lim ita t io n s r e st r ict in g d istan ce  fr o m  in te r se ct io n s an d  p u b lic  p ar ks ar e  
ad h e r e d  to .  Str ict  r e gu la t io n s ar e  in  p lace  p e r ta in in g to  th e ir  lo cat io n  an d  
an y  fo o d  t r u ck  o p e r a t in g in  a  p ar t icu lar  sp o t  fo r  m o r e  th an  th ir ty  m in u te s is 
r e q u ir e d  to  o b ta in  a  zo n in g p e r m it  th a t  a llo cate s sp e cific  zo n e s an d  h o u r s o f 
o p e r a t io n . Re gu la t io n  th r o u gh  zo n in g p e r m its p r o ve s to  b e  su cce ssfu l in  
D e n ve r  an d  cle ar ly  co n ve y s th e  stan d ar d s an d  lim ita t io n s th a t  th e  city  
e n fo r ce s.  

Au st in ’s r e gu la t io n s r e q u ir e  an  in - d e p th  in sp e ct io n  fo llo w in g th e  
a t ta in m e n t  o f th e  ap p r o p r ia te  lice n se s an d  p e r m its. T h is e n su r e s a  stan d ar d  
o f q u ality  fo r  ve n d o r s an d  p r o te cts th e  h e alth  an d  safe ty  o f th e  p u b lic. 
O th e r  r e gu la t io n s in clu d e  d istan ce  lim its fr o m  city  st r u ctu r e s su ch  as 
b u ild in gs an d  fir e  h y d r an ts an d  th e r e  is a  r e q u ir e m e n t  fo r  fo o d  t r u cks to  
su p p ly  th e ir  o w n  u tilit ie s. Su r ve y s o f Au st in  fo o d  t r u ck  o wn e r s su gge st  a  
co lle ct ive  fr u st r a t io n  to w ar d s th e  le n gth s th e se  city  r e gu la tio n s go  to , 
m ak in g it  d ifficu lt  fo r  b u sin e ss o w n e r s to  n avigate  th e  co m p lica te d  
lan d scap e .  

N e w  O r le an s h as ad d e d  r e gu la t io n s o ve r  th e  last  te n  y e ar s th a t  h ave  
sign ifican t ly  e n co u r age d  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar t icip a t io n . T h e  m ajo r  st ip u la t io n  
u n d e r  th e  city ’s m an d ate  p r o h ib its fo o d  t r u cks fr o m  o p e r a t in g in  m ajo r  
to u r ist  an d  d e n se ly  p o p u la te d  ar e as su ch  as th e  Fr e n ch  Q u ar te r  an d  C e n tr a l 
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Bu sin e ss D ist r ict . O th e r  law s in  p lace  r e st r ict  o p e r a t io n s n e ar  d r ive w ay s an d  
o th e r  su ch  as e n tr an ce s an d  e x its to  b u ild in gs, as w e ll as r e q u ir e  fo o d  to  b e  
p r e p ar e d  a t  th e  site  o f th e  fo o d  t r u ck  an d  ad h e r e  to  th e  sam e  h e alth  an d  
safe ty  r e gu la t io n s e stab lish e d  fo r  N e w  O r le an s r e stau r an ts.  

H ar t fo r d ’s 20 17 o r d in an ce  sp e cifica lly  ad d r e ssin g fo o d  t r u cks an d  
fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks se e ks to  su p p o r t  ve n d o r s w h ile  a lso  p r o te ct in g lo cal 
r e stau r an ts an d  o th e r  b u sin e sse s. Fo o d  t r u ck  ve n d o r s m u st  b e  a  m in im u m  
o f 50 0  fe e t  fr o m  a  p e r m an e n t  r e stau r an t  an d  m u st  h an d le  th e ir  o w n  u t ilit ie s 
an d  w aste  so  as n o t  to  in fr in ge  o n  th e  u t ilit ie s p r o vid e d  to  th e se  b u sin e sse s. 
Fo o d  t r u cks ar e  a lso  n o t  a llo w e d  to  e stab lish  th e ir  o w n  se a t in g ar e as ap ar t  
fr o m  w h at  is e stab lish e d  fo r  th e m  b y  th e  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  if th a t  is w h e r e  
th e y  ar e  o p e r a t in g. Estab lish e d  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks h ave  sp e cifie d  h o u r s o f 
o p e r a t io n  an d  p e r m it  n o  m o r e  th an  five  fo o d  t r u cks fr o m  o p e r a t in g a t  o n e  
t im e .   

T h e  city  o f C o d y  o u t lin e s a  p r o gr am  th at  r e q u ir e s a  48- h o u r  n o t ice  
an d  au th o r iza t io n  p e r io d  fo r  t r u cks to  b e  ab le  to  o p e r a te  a t  th e  d e sign ate d  
sp ace  in  M e n to ck  Par k . O p e r a t io n s ar e  lim ite d  to  th r e e  d ay s a  w e e k  an d  n o  
m o r e  th an  th r e e  fo o d  t r u cks ar e  a llo w e d  to  o p e r a te  a t  th e  sam e  t im e  o n  
th o se  d ay s. L ike  H ar t fo r d , ve n d o r s m u st  a lso  su p p ly  th e ir  o w n  w aste  
r e ce p tacle s an d  ar e  r e q u ir e d  to  p r o vid e  th e ir  o w n  u t ilit ie s. T h e se  
st ip u la t io n s w e r e  co n str u cte d  o u t  o f co m m u n ity  co n ce r n  to  p r o te ct  lo cal 
r e stau r an ts an d  b u sin e sse s b u t  a lso  m ay  b e  fle x ib le  to  ch an ge  give n  
fe e d b ack  fr o m  th e  p ilo t  p r o gr am .    

 

4.2 .3 . Fo o d  T r u ck  P ar ks 
Each  city  in  th e  p r o vid e d  case  stu d ie s h as a  u n iq u e  ap p r o ach  to  

r e gu la t in g an d  p e r m it t in g fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks’ o p e r a t io n  in  th e ir  city . D e n ve r  
d o e s n o t  a llo w  fo o d  t r u cks to  p ar k  n e ar  a  p u b lic  p ar k  w ith o u t  e xp licit  
p e r m issio n  fr o m  th e  D e p ar tm e n t  o f P a r ks an d  Re cr e at io n  w h e r e as th e  C ity  
o f C o d y  h as star te d  a  p r o gr am  fo r  fo o d  t r u ck  o p e r a t io n  w ith in  o n e  o f th e ir  
p ar ks. D e n ve r  a lso  d o e s n o t  a llo w  fo o d  t r u cks to  o p e r a te  fo r  m o r e  th an  fo u r  
co n se cu t ive  h o u r s o n  p r ivate  p r o p e r ty  b e tw e e n  8am  an d  9 p m , w h e r e as 
Au st in  th r ive s o n  p r ivate ly  o w n e d  an d  o p e r a te d  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks w h e r e  
m o b ile  ve n d o r s can  p ar k  fo r  m o n th s a t  a  t im e . D e n ve r  an d  C o d y  sh ar e  th e  
id e a  fo r  h avin g a  sp e cia l e ve n t  fo r  fo o d  t r u cks in  w h ich  m an y  can  p ar k  a t  a  
sin gle  sp ace  a t  a  d e sign ate d  t im e ; D e n ve r  h as a  su m m e r  e ve n t  w h e r e  
fo u r te e n  to  six te e n  fo o d  t r u cks gath e r  in  a  sin gle  p ar k in g lo t  an d  th e  C ity  o f 
C o d y  is lau n ch in g a su m m e r  p r o gr am  w h e r e  m o b ile  ve n d o r s can  o p e r a te  in  
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M e n to ck  P ar k  fo r  th r e e  d ay s o ve r  a  w e e ke n d . Au st in  an d  H ar t fo r d  b o th  
su p p o r t  sta t io n ar y  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks o n  p r ivate ly  o w n e d  p r o p e r ty . 

In  D e n ve r , r a th e r  th an  a  se t  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k , th e r e  is in ste ad  a  w e e k ly  
r a lly  w h e r e  a  d o ze n  o r  so  fo o d  t r u cks gath e r  in  a  d e sign ate d  ar e a  th a t  in  
e sse n ce  m im ics a  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  fo r  th e  d ay s it  o p e r a te s. P e r m it te d  as a  
sp e cia l e ve n t , th e  city  o f D e n ve r  th e r e fo r e  a llo w s th e  fo o d  t r u cks to  b e  in  
clo se  p r o xim ity  to  e ach  o th e r  w ith o u t  h avin g to  o b ta in  an  in d iv id u al zo n in g 
lice n se . T h is p r o ce ss m ake s it  e asy  fo r  fo o d  t r u cks to  ch o o se  to  b e  in vo lve d  
in  th e se  e ve n ts, h o w e ve r  th is m ay  take  aw ay  fr o m  th e  co n siste n cy  p r o vid e d  
b y  a  m o r e  fr e q u e n t ly  availab le  d e sign ate d  lo cat io n .  

In  Au st in , p r iva te  p r o p e r ty  o w n e r s p r o vid e  sp ace  fo r  fo o d  t r u cks to  
p ar k  an d  th is h as in  e sse n ce  cr e a te d  se lf- o r d ain e d  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks. W ith  
r e n t  go in g d ir e ct ly  to  th e  p r o p e r ty  o w n e r s, th e r e  ar e  o fte n  am e n it ie s 
p r o vid e d  to  fo o d  t r u ck  o w n e r s th a t  b e n e fit  th e ir  o p e r a t io n s an d  in ce n t iv ize  
b u sin e sse s to  co n gr e gate  in  th e se  ar e as.   

N e w  O r le an s fo o d  t r u cks ar e  p r o h ib ite d  fr o m  o p e r a t in g in  lar ge ly  
to u r ist  a r e as, su ch  as th e  Fr e n ch  Q u ar te r  an d  C e n tr a l Bu sin e ss D ist r ict , 
w h ich  m ake s o r gan iz in g an d  e stab lish in g a  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  d ifficu lt . Fo o d  
t r u cks ar e  m o st  like ly  to  co n gr e gate  a t  san ct io n e d  e ve n ts su ch  as fe st iva ls o r  
co n ce r ts to  p r o m o te  th e ir  b u sin e ss an d  p ay  a  fe e  o f $50 .25 to  o b ta in  an  
e x tr a  p e r m it , b u t  th e y  ar e  n o t  p ar t icu lar ly  b e n e ficia l fo r  th e  fo o d  t r u ck  
o w n e r s. It  is d ifficu lt  to  tu r n  p r o fits a t  th e se  e ve n ts an d  o fte n t im e s ve n d o r s 
ar e  n o t  p r o vid e d  ad e q u ate  am e n it ie s.  P ast  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks h ave  h ad  
d ifficu lty  cr e a t in g lo n g te r m  su cce ss as N e w  O r le an s r e gu la t io n s r e gar d in g 
fo o d  an d  a lco h o l d ist r ib u t io n  ad d s co m p lica t io n s fo r  o b ta in in g th e  r e q u ir e d  
p e r m its an d  lice n se s w h ich  can  a lso  r ack  u p  th e  co sts fo r  b u sin e ss o w n e r s. In  
N e w  O r le an s, m o st  ve n d o r s h ave  p r o ve d  to  h ave  th e  gr e a test  su cce ss w ith  
p r iva te  ca te r in g e ve n ts, th o u gh  th e  o r ch e str a te d  co n gr e gat io n  o f fo o d  t r u cks 
a t  sp e cia l e ve n ts can  h e lp  b o lste r  b u sin e ss an d  ad d s an  a t t r act ive  e le m e n t  
th a t  d r aw s in  th e  p o p u la t io n . 

H ar t fo r d  h as h ad  co n sid e r ab le  su cce ss e stab lish in g a  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k , 
w h ich  can  b e  a t t r ib u te d  to  th e  r e la t ive ly  sm all size  o f th e  city  an d  th e  ab ility  
fo r  th e  lo cal go ve r n m e n t  to  e ffe ct ive ly  co n su lt  stake h o ld e r s to  im p le m e n t  
th e  b e st  p o licie s fo r  o p e r a t io n . Fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks m u st  o b ta in  a  Sp e cia l U se  
P e r m it  th r o u gh  th e  P lan n in g an d  Z o n in g D iv isio n , w h ich  a llo w s fo r  a  
d e sign ate d  ar e a  to  p e r m an e n t ly  e stab lish  u p  to  five  fo o d  t r u cks o ffe r in g 
fo o d  an d  b e ve r age s fo r  sa le  to  th e  p u b lic . T h e  w e ll- kn o w n  an d  p u b licly  
ad o r e d  G astr o P ar k  in  W e st  H ar t fo r d  h as accu m u late d  a  sle w  o f lo cal fo o d  
t r u ck  b u sin e sse s w h o  sw ift ly  an d  e asily  o b ta in e d  th e  n e ce ssar y  p e r m its an d  
o p e r a te  o n  a  r o ta t in g sch e d u le  in  th e  p ar k . T h e  e stab lish m e n t  o f a  
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p e r m an e n t  an d  d e sign ate d  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  w o r ks to  b e n e fit  b o th  th e  
b u sin e sse s an d  co n su m e r s an d  h as b e e n  su cce ssfu l in  a t t r actin g v isito r s to  
th e  city .  

C o d y , W y o m in g h as r e ce n t ly  an d  q u ite  su cce ssfu lly  im p lem e n te d  
fo o d  t r u cks in to  th e  city . P ar t  o f th e ir  su cce ss can  b e  a t t r ib u te d  to  
r e se ar ch in g n e ar b y , sim ilar ly  size d  cit ie s w h o  h ave  a lso  im p le m e n te d  fo o d  
t r u ck  p o licy  an d  an aly z in g w h at  w o r ked  an d  w h at  d id  n o t . In  size  an d  
ge o gr ap h ic p r o xim ity  to  a  la r ge  city , C o d y  is sim ilar  to  Ralsto n . T h e  p ilo t  
p r o gr am  at  M e n to ck  P ar k  h igh ligh ts th e  su cce sse s o f th e  city ’s r e gist r a t io n  
an d  lice n sin g p r o cess an d  th e  e ase  w ith  w h ich  fo o d  t r u cks can  b e co m e  
in vo lve d . Se e k in g to  p r o te ct  th e  in te r ests o f lo cal b r ick - an d - m o r tar  
b u sin e sse s, C o d y  e stab lish e d  th a t  fo o d  t r u cks can n o t  o p e r a te  o n  p u b lic  
st r e e ts b u t  ar e  ab le  to  o p e r a te  o n  p r ivate  p r o p e r ty  w ith  o w n e r ’s ap p r o val. 
Re gu la t in g t im e  fo r  o p e r a t io n  an d  ge o gr ap h ic lo cat io n  h e lp s to  b a lan ce  th e  
p r e se n ce  o f fo o d  t r u cks w ith  th e  city ’s o th e r  lo cal b u sin e sse s an d  h as b e e n  
q u ite  su cce ssfu l fo r  b o th  an d  h as b e e n  a  gr e a t  a t t r act io n  fo r  lo cal cit ize n s 
an d  to u r ists a like . 
 

4.3 . P o licy  O p tio n s M o st  U se fu l fo r  Ra lsto n  
 Ralsto n  cu r r e n tly  h as r e la t ive ly  le n ie n t  p o licie s fo r  m o b ile  fo o d  
ve n d o r  o p e r a t io n  an d  lo w  lice n sin g fe e s in  r e la t io n  to  th e  o th e r  p r o vid e d  
case  stu d ie s. H o w e ve r , w ith  th e  go al o f o p e n in g a  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  o n  city -
o w n e d  lan d , in co r p o r a t in g n e w  r e gu la t io n s, p lan s, an d  am e n it ie s to  th e  lan d  
w o u ld  e n h an ce  th e  lan d  th a t  w ill so o n  b e co m e  th e  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  an d  
u sin g o th e r  cit ie s’ e x ist in g p lan s can  h e lp  to  e n su r e  th e  su cce ss o f th e  fo o d  
t r u ck  p ar k .  

T h e  lice n se  ap p lica t io n  p r o ce ss th a t  Ralsto n  cu r r e n t ly  h as in  p lace  
m ake s fo o d  t r u ck  o p e r a t io n  e asie r  an d  m o r e  a t ta in ab le  fo r  lo cal 
e n tr e p r e n e u r s th an  o th e r  cit ie s. D e n ve r  h as a  sligh t ly  h igh e r  lice n sin g fe e , 
tw e n ty - five  d o llar s m o r e  th an  Ralsto n ’s, N e w  O r le an s’s lice n se  fe e  is fifty  
d o llar s h igh e r  th an  Ralsto n ’s, w h e r e as Au st in ’s p e r m it  o p t io n s ar e  m o r e  
th an  d o u b le  th e  cu r r e n t  fe e  o f $10 0 .0 0  th a t  is in  p lace  in  Ralsto n .71 

                                                           
71 Denver Government, “Retail Food Mobile License (Food Truck or Food Cart),” 
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Departments/Business-Licensing/Business-Licenses/Retail-Food-Mobile-
License#:~:text=Include%20the%20name%20of%20your,an%20invoice%20with%20a%20receipt. ; City of New 
Orleans, “Mobile Food Truck Permit and License,” https://www.nola.gov/cultural-economy/documents/food-truck-
permit-
guide/#:~:text=A%20non%2Drefundable%20application%20fee,deposit%3B%20%E2%80%A2%20A%20%245.00
%20I.D. ; Austin.gov, “Mobile food vendor permit guide,” 2021, https://alpha.austin.gov/en/permits-
tickets/business-permits-and-licenses/food-business-permits/mobile-food-vendor-permit-guide/. 

https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Departments/Business-Licensing/Business-Licenses/Retail-Food-Mobile-License#:%7E:text=Include%20the%20name%20of%20your,an%20invoice%20with%20a%20receipt
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Departments/Business-Licensing/Business-Licenses/Retail-Food-Mobile-License#:%7E:text=Include%20the%20name%20of%20your,an%20invoice%20with%20a%20receipt
https://www.nola.gov/cultural-economy/documents/food-truck-permit-guide/#:%7E:text=A%20non%2Drefundable%20application%20fee,deposit%3B%20%E2%80%A2%20A%20%245.00%20I.D
https://www.nola.gov/cultural-economy/documents/food-truck-permit-guide/#:%7E:text=A%20non%2Drefundable%20application%20fee,deposit%3B%20%E2%80%A2%20A%20%245.00%20I.D
https://www.nola.gov/cultural-economy/documents/food-truck-permit-guide/#:%7E:text=A%20non%2Drefundable%20application%20fee,deposit%3B%20%E2%80%A2%20A%20%245.00%20I.D
https://www.nola.gov/cultural-economy/documents/food-truck-permit-guide/#:%7E:text=A%20non%2Drefundable%20application%20fee,deposit%3B%20%E2%80%A2%20A%20%245.00%20I.D
https://alpha.austin.gov/en/permits-tickets/business-permits-and-licenses/food-business-permits/mobile-food-vendor-permit-guide/
https://alpha.austin.gov/en/permits-tickets/business-permits-and-licenses/food-business-permits/mobile-food-vendor-permit-guide/
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H ar tfo r d ’s lo w e st  o p t io n  fo r  a  lice n se  fe e  star ts a t  $20 0 .0 0  b u t  can  r an ge  
fr o m  th at  p r ice  to  $575.0 0 .72 T h e  C ity  o f C o d y  o ffe r s a  lo w e r  lice n sin g fe e , 
$70 .0 0 , th an  Ralsto n , b u t  th e  $25.0 0  fe e  r e q u ir e d  to  o p e r a te  u n d e r  th e ir  
n e w  o r d in an ce  a t  M e n to ck  P ar k  m ake s th e  d iffe r e n ce  b e tw e e n  th e ir  
lice n sin g fe e  an d  Ralsto n ’s o n ly  $5.0 0 .73 Be cau se  o f th e  size  o f fe e s b e tw e e n  
th e  o th e r  stu d ie d  cit ie s, Ralsto n ’s r e la t ive ly  lo w  lice n sin g fe e  w ill like ly  
e n co u r age  fo o d  t r u ck  o p e r a t io n , b u t  ke e p in g th is p r ice  as lo w  as p o ssib le , 
w ith  a  lo w  n u m b e r  o f ad d it io n al fe e s, w ill in cr e ase  th e  p ar t icip a t io n  in  th e  
fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k .  

Alth o u gh  r e gu la t io n s fo r  ge n e r a l o p e r a t io n , su ch  as d istan ce  fr o m  
o th e r  b u ild in gs an d  b u sin e sse s, w ill n o t  ap p ly  to  th e  fo o d  tr u cks o p e r a t in g 
w ith in  th e  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k , d e te r m in in g h o w  m an y  fo o d  t r u cks can  o p e r a te , 
th e  d ay s o f o p e r a t io n , h o w  fo o d  t r u cks w ill b e  ap p r o ve d  to  p ar k  a t  th e ir  
d e sign e d  sp o t , an d  o th e r  d e te r m in an ts o f r e gu la t io n  w ill b e  r e q u ir e d  b e fo r e  
th e  fo o d  t r u ck  in  Ralsto n  can  o p e n  an d  o p e r a te . Ralsto n  can  lo o k  to  
H ar t fo r d ’s d e fin it io n  o f fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks fo r  a id  in  d e te r m in in g h o w  m an y  
fo o d  t r u cks can  o p er a te  in  th e ir  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k , w h ich  cap s th e  n u m b e r  o f 
fo o d  t r u cks in  an  e stab lish e d  ar e a  a t  five ; th e  cap  co u ld  in cr e ase  o r  d e cr e ase  
b ase d  o n  th e  availab le  sp ace  in  th e  C ity  o f Ralsto n ’s lo t . In  p r iva te ly  
o p e r a te d  fo o d  t r u cks in  N e w  O r le an s, Au st in , an d  D e n ve r , fo o d  t r u cks can  
d e te r m in e  th e ir  d ay s o f o p e r a t io n . H o w e ve r , in  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks o p e r a te d  
b y  th e  city  it se lf, su ch  as w ith  th e  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  in  C o d y , r e gu la t io n  is 
cr e a te d  to  ke e p  fo o d  t r u ck  o p e r a t io n  fa ir . T h e  C ity  o f C o d y  h as a  sim ilar  
clim ate  an d  p o p u la tio n  size  to  Ralsto n , m ak in g th e ir  m e th o d  fo r  sch e d u lin g 
an d  o ve r a ll o p e r a t io n  h e lp fu l w h e n  p lan n in g fo r  Ralsto n ’s fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k . 
By  h avin g fo o d  t r u cks o p e r a te  fo r  th r e e  d ay s a t  a  t im e , as C o d y  d o e s, an d  
ke e p in g th e  p ar k  o p e n  fo r  as m an y  m o n th s as p o ssib le , th e  m o b ile  ve n d o r s 
p ar k in g th e r e  can  b e  assu r e d  fa ir  u se  o f th e  p u b lic  p ar k . T h e  m e th o d  fo r  
d e te r m in in g w h ich  fo o d  t r u cks can  p ar k  a t  Ralsto n ’s fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  co u ld  
u se  th e  C ity  o f C o d y ’s go ve r n m e n t- o p e r a te d  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  o r  Au st in ’s 
p r iva te  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  m e th o d s. M o st  o f Au st in ’s p r iva te ly  o p e r a te d  fo o d  
t r u ck  p ar ks u se  an  ap p lica t io n  p r o ce ss th r o u gh  th e ir  w e b site s, m ak in g th e  
ap p r o val p r o ce ss fu lly  o n lin e , lim it in g th e  t im e  it  take s to  r e ce ive  an d  gr an t  
ap p r o val. T h e  C ity  o f C o d y  r e q u ir e s w r it te n  ap p r o val fo r  m o b ile  ve n d o r s to  

                                                           
72 Town of East Hartford, “Itinerant Food Vendor Requirements,” https://www.easthartfordct.gov/environmental-
health/pages/itinerant-food-vendor-requirements.  
73 City of Cody, City Council Special Meeting Agenda—Resolution 2021-07, June 8, 2021, https://www.cityofcody-
wy.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/5212. and City of Cody, Reference: Changes to Mobile Vendors - Ordinance 
2020-14, December 21, 2020, https://www.cityofcody-wy.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3992/Ordinance-2020-14-
Mobile-Vendors?bidId. 

https://www.easthartfordct.gov/environmental-health/pages/itinerant-food-vendor-requirements
https://www.easthartfordct.gov/environmental-health/pages/itinerant-food-vendor-requirements
https://www.cityofcody-wy.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/5212
https://www.cityofcody-wy.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/5212
https://www.cityofcody-wy.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3992/Ordinance-2020-14-Mobile-Vendors?bidId=
https://www.cityofcody-wy.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3992/Ordinance-2020-14-Mobile-Vendors?bidId=
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p ar k  in  M e n to ck  P ar k  b y  th e  C ity  Ad m in ist r a to r . T o  co m b in e  th e  tw o , 
Ralsto n  co u ld  cr e a te  a  fu lly  o n lin e  p la tfo r m  fo r  th e  ap p lica t io n  p r o ce ss th a t  
can  b e  ap p r o ve d  v ir tu a lly  b y  th e  lo cal go ve r n m e n t  acto r s. 

Afte r  sp e ak in g w ith  m o b ile  fo o d  ve n d o r s in  var io u s cit ie s, th e  n e e d  
fo r  am e n it ie s an d  ad d it io n al a t t r act io n s to  b r in g p atr o n s to  th e  fo o d  t r u ck  
p ar k  is e v id e n t . Au st in ’s fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks h ave  d iffe r in g m e th o d s fo r  
a t t r act in g v isito r s, in  ad d it io n  to  th e  fo o d  t r u cks th e m se lve s, in clu d in g 
se a t in g, fan s o r  h e ate r s, p lay gr o u n d s, b o u t iq u e  t r u cks, am p le  p ar k in g, d o g-
fr ie n d ly  p o licie s an d  am e n it ie s, live  m u sic e ve n ts, an d  a  BYO B p o licy  in  
m an y  o f th e  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks. N e w  O r le an s an d  H ar t fo r d  car r y  sim ilar  
st r a te gie s, w ith  p e r m an e n t  se a t in g an d  gam e s b e in g p o p u lar  am e n it ie s in  
th e se  cit ie s. T o  a t t r act  p a tr o n s, th e n , h avin g ad d it io n al act iv it ie s an d  
a t t r act io n s a t  th e  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  h as b e e n  d e e m e d  u se fu l acr o ss o th e r  
cit ie s. As th e  p r im ar y  o p e r a to r , th e  city  co u ld  p r o vid e  e le ctr icity  p lu g- in s, a  
gr e ase  t r ap , an d  a  w ate r  tap  to  a llo w  fo r  fo o d  t r u ck  o p e r a t io n  acr o ss 
m u lt ip le  d ay s w ith o u t  th e  n e e d  fo r  an  ad d it io n al co m m issa r y  sp ace  in  th e  
city . Also , im p le m e n t in g p o licie s su ch  as b e in g d o g fr ie n d ly  an d  a  BYO B 
alco h o l p o licy  co u ld  a t t r act  p a tr o n s to  th e  p ar k  b y  m ak in g it  a  w e lco m in g 
sp ace  fo r  th e  e n t ir e  fam ily . Ad d it io n al am e n it ie s cit ie s o r  o p e r a to r s o fte n  
p r o vid e  to  m ake  th e  p ar k  m o r e  co m fo r tab le  in clu d e  p e r m an e n t  se a t in g, 
t r ash  r e ce p tacle s, p ar k in g, an d  r e st r o o m s. O th e r  o p t io n s to  co n sid e r  
im p le m e n t in g in clu d e  live  m u sic, gam e s, p lay gr o u n d s, an d  a t t r act io n s like  
o u td o o r  y o ga an d  m e d ita t io n . 

 

5. Lim ita t io n s o f th is Stu d y / Su gge st io n s fo r  Fu tu r e  
Re se a r ch  
Alth o u gh  w e  w e r e  fo r tu n ate  to  h ave  acce ss to  e ach  o f o u r  cit ie s’ 

p o ste d  r e gu la t io n s an d  lice n sin g p r o ced u r e s fo r  m o b ile  ve n d o r s, w e  d id  n o t  
h ave  acce ss to  in fo r m at io n  ab o u t  h o w  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks w e r e  co n str u cte d , 
th e  p lan n in g o r  d e cisio n - m ak in g asso cia te d  w ith  w h ich  a t tr act io n s to  h ave  
acco m p an y in g fo o d  t r u cks a t  th e  fo o d  tr u ck  p ar ks, o r  m u ch  d ata  th a t  
sh o w e d  th e  o ve r a ll co sts asso cia te d  w ith  o p e n in g a  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k .  

U n fo r tu n ate ly , w e  a lso  face d  o b stacle s w h e n  o b ta in in g q u a lita t ive  d ata  
in  th e  fo r m  o f in te r v ie w s b e cau se  o f th e  lim ite d  t im e  w e  h ad  to  m e e t  w ith  
stake h o ld e r s an d  th e  b u sy  sch e d u le s o f th o se  in  th e  m o b ile  ve n d o r  in d u str y  
b e cau se  o f th e  b u sy  su m m e r  se aso n  an d  th e  in cr e ase d  p atr o n age  asso cia te d  
w ith  th e  lift in g o f C O VID - 19  r e st r ict io n s acr o ss th e  case  cit ie s. 

T h e  cit ie s w e  u se d  to  stu d y  var y  in  size , d e m o gr ap h ics, e co n o m y  
st r u ctu r e , an d  m an y  o th e r  facto r s. Be cau se  o f th e  size  o f th e  city  o f Ralsto n , 
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w e  in clu d e d  th e  city  o f C o d y , W y o m in g in  an  a t te m p t  to  e n su r e  th e r e  w as a  
city  o f co m p ar ab le  ge o gr ap h ic an d  p o p u la t io n  size  th a t  h ad  e xp e r ie n ce  an d  
in fo r m at io n  o n  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar ks in  th e ir  ju r isd ict io n . H o w e ve r , in  fu r th e r  
r e se ar ch , lo o k in g d e e p e r  in to  cit ie s o f co m p ar ab le  ge o gr ap h ic size , 
p o p u la t io n  size , an d  e co n o m ic act iv it ie s w o u ld  b e n e fit  th e  p o licy  o p t io n s. 

 

6 . C o n clu sio n  
G o ve r n m e n t  o fficia ls in  Ralsto n , N e b r aska  ar e  se e k in g n e w  w ay s to  

a t t r act  lo cal an d  o u t- o f- to w n  p atr o n age  to  lo cally  o w n e d  e stab lish m e n ts. 
Afte r  o b ta in in g a  p lo t  o f lan d  o n  a  h e avily  t r afficke d  st r e e t , Ralsto n  
go ve r n m e n t  o fficia ls p lan  to  o p e n  a  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k , p lan n in g to  d r aw  
cu sto m e r s in  th r o u gh  th is a t t r act io n . T h is stu d y , in  w h ich  var io u s cit ie s’ 
m o d e ls fo r  fo o d  t r u ck  o p e r a t io n  an d  r egu la t io n  w e r e  r e se a r ch e d , w ill a id  in  
Ralsto n ’s p lan n in g fo r  tu r n in g th e ir  availab le  lan d  in to  a  th r iv in g fo o d  t r u ck  
p ar k . T h e  b o o m in g gr o w th  in  N e b r aska’s fo o d  t r u ck  in d u str y  sh o w s th a t  th e   
cr e a t io n  o f a  fo o d  t r u ck  p ar k  in  Ralsto n , m e an t  to  a t t r act  b o th  lo cal an d  o u t-
o f- to w n  p atr o n s, w ill se r ve  as a  m e an s to  gr o w  b u sin e sse s th r o u gh o u t  th e  
to w n .  
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