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What is the perception of female 
congressional candidates by voting-aged 

Americans? Does the typical voter think that a 
female candidate is qualified for political 
office? Do gendered traits affect voter's 
perception of congressional candidates?

Research Questions: 



Gendered 
Traits

Gender: socially 
constructed identities 
(male or female) that 
have associated 
characteristics

Gendered Traits: the 
traits that we think of 
when referring to 
either male or female  
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SURVEY EXPERIMENT

CANDIDATE BIOGRAPHIES
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Example Candidate 
Biography

Jennifer White is a Democratic Congressional candidate. White is the loving and 
compassionate mother to two young boys and the wife of her husband, George. Before her 
career in politics, White received her nursing degree and had a career as a nurse for twenty 
years. Her warm demeanor made her successful and well-liked in her field. For the past ten 
years, White has been engaged in local politics beginning with her role as a member of the 
school board. White is passionate about the issue of gun control and it is one of the main 

pillars of her platform. If elected, White plans to introduce legislation to restrict the 
purchase of firearms nationally. 
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Survey Questions

1.Is this candidate qualified for the position that they are running for?
2. Does this candidate reflect the traits of a political leader?
3. Would you vote for this candidate? 
4. Provide a one-sentence explanation with your reasoning. 
(optional)



In the Future
Hear back from the IRB

Do future work in this area with 
an intersectional framework

Distribute survey

Present my findings at a 
conference



Thank you!


